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Analysis of Off-label Use of Intravenous Drugs from 2013 to 2014 in Our Hospital

SHI Fang-hong', LI Hao®, WANG Yi', LI Xiao-ling', LIU Xiao-yan'(1. Dept. of Pharmacy, Renji Hospital, Shang-
hai Jiaotong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200127, China; 2. Dept. of Pharmacy, Shanghai Children
’s Medical Center Affiliated to Shanghai Jiaotong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200127, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To provide a reference for reducing adverse events due to off-label use of drugs and promoting ratio-
nal use of intravenous drugs in Renji Hospital Affiliated to Shanghai Jiaotong University School of Medicine. METHODS: The pre-
scriptions of intravenous drugs in 42 wards of our hospital from Jul. 2013 to Jun. 2014 were reviewed, and then off-label use of
drugs were analyzed, where statistics was made mainly to drug overdose, the use of drugs at the concentration beyond the standards
(including concentrations too high and too low) and associated conditions. RESULTS: There were 622 irrational prescriptions, in-
cluding 60 concerning off-label use of drugs, accounting for 9.6% of irrational prescriptions, in which 40 were involved with the
concentration which was too high, accounting for the highest percentage (66.7% of prescriptions related to off-label use of drugs),
17 were related to drug overdose (28.3% thereof), and 3 were in relation to the concentration which was too low (5.0% thereof).
CONCLUSIONS: Pharmacy intravenous admixture service may, through the communication between the pharmacist and the doc-
tor, refuse to make up the above-mentioned prescription which was found to be irrational (including that involving in off-label use
of drugs) or make up such prescription after it is modified according to the requirements as specified in the label to reduce the occur-
rence of off-label use of drugs so as to promote rational drug use.
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