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Study on the Effect of Implementation of National Essential Drug System on the Township Hospitals
TENG Le-fei, SHI Xue-feng,ZHAO Xuan, TIAN Yu-qing, FANG Yun-yun(School of Management, Beijing Uni-
versity of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To study the change of patients’ visits and income trends in township hospitals before and after the
implementation of national essential drug system (NEDS) and provide reference for further improvement of NEDS. METHODS:
Relevant data from health statistics yearbook (2008-2013) was collected and analyzed; qualitative interview was conducted for the
heads of 4 township hospital in Shandong, the results were comparatively validated with yearbook analysis results. RESULTS:
Health statistics yearbook showed that the patients’ visits in township hospitals were continually increased from 2007 to 2009. It
had a significant decline trend from 2009 to 2011 and a significant rebound from 2011 to 2012. The income in township hospitals
kept continually rising from 2008 to 2012. The change of patients’ visits and income in 3 township hospitals among the field re-
search of 4 township hospitals were consistent with the health statistics yearbook data. CONCLUSIONS: The superiority of NEDS
begins to emerge after the adjustment period of the NEDS implementation in township hospitals, medical needs of people have
been initially released. Besides, the proportion of government financial assistance income in the income structure is gradually in-
creased and the drug income is significantly decreased. The financial assistance must be in time and in place. The NEDS and its sup-
porting policies still need to be further improved.

KEYWORDS National essential drug system; Township hospitals; Patients’ visits; Income
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Tab 1 Overview of township hospitals from 2007 to 2012 in

China
iy Bty i AR A JRfi, 3 B T
2007 39 876 1032921 747 156 14147781
2008 39080 1074900 846 856 8 040 394
2009 38475 1131052 933 424 9851976
2010 37836 1151349 994 329 11264 590
2011 37295 1165996 1026 251 13215133
2012 37097 1204996 1099 262 16248 425
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Fig 1 Patients’ visits in township hospitals from 2007 to

2012 in China
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Fig 2 Patients’ hospitalization in township hospitals from
2007 to 2012 in China
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Fig 3 Average patients’ visits in township hospitals from
2007 to 2012 in China
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Fig 4 Average of patients’ hospitalization in township hos-
pitals from 2007 to 2012 in China
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Fig 5 Change of average daily patient’s visits in 4 township
hospitals between 2009 and 2012
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Fig 6 Change of daily patients’ hospitalization in 4 town-

ship hospitals between 2009 and 2012
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Tab 2 Income of township hospitals from 2008 to 2012 in

China
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2008 8 040 394 1483454 6556 941
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2012 16248 425 6360 674 9220474
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Fig 7 Income of 4 township hospitals from 2008 to 2012 in
China
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