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Textual Research on Germplasm and Distribution of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma

WANG Yan', SONG Liang-ke', WANG Xiao-ning', LI Zhi-hao', WU Shu-xing', YU Cheng-long', OU Ping’ (1.
School of Life Science and Engineering, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 610031, China; 2. Sichuan
Chenglong Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., Sichuan Mianyang 621000, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To provide reference for defining the distribution area and optimal germplasm of Rhei Radix et Rhi-
zoma. METHODS: Based on bencaology textual research of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma, results of field surveying and classification
identification, i.e. literature research method, resource survey and plant classification were conducted. RESULTS: Ancient Hexi re-
gion and the north of Shujun was the east and southeast of Qinghai province and the northwest of Sichuan province; it was the
main distribution area of Rheum tanguticum. Ancient Longxi and surrounding areas were the east and southeast of Gansu province
and the Qinghai and northwest of Sichuan province border areas; it was the main distribution area of R. palmatum. Ancient Shuch-
uan and Shanxi were the northeast of Sichuan province, the southwest of Shaanxi province and northwest of Hubei province; it was
the main distribution area of R. officinale. They were the major producing areas of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma with different germplasm
that parental generation handed down to offspring. CONCLUSION: The borderlands of Sichuan, Qinghai and Gansu province have
been being the center area of distribution and cultivation of R. tanguticum in all ages, and it is the best among 3 kinds of Rhei Ra-
dix et Rhizoma because of purple creeper color, big quantity and high quality.
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