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Comparative Study on the Policies of Drug Price and Expenditure Control in China and Other Countries
HU Shan-lian(School of Public Health, Fudan University/Shanghai Health Development and Research Center,
Shanghai 200032, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To compare drug price and expenditure control in China and other countries, and to provide reference
for the formulation of related policies in China. METHODS:: International main pricing methods were illustrated, and the differenc-
es of domestic and international drug pricing methods were compared and the methods of drug expenditure control were introduced
from supply side and demand side. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: International main pricing methods are cost-plus, differentiated
pricing, external reference pricing, value-based pricing and price negotiation, etc. The author suggests that a reference countries
basket should be established in China and used as benchmarking for drug price negotiation. Afterwards, when formulating the essen-
tial medicine list or drug reimbursement list, pharmacoeconomic evaluation should be carried out based on scientific evidence of

pharmacoeconomics.
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Tab 1 Comparison of international and domestic drug pr-
icing methods
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Tab 2 Matrix analysis of international reference price in 5
European Union countries
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Tab 3 Comparison of the number of essential medicines in

WHO model list and some developing countries
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Tab 4 The number of medicines in essential medicine list

in countries at different economic levels
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