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Survey on the Production of Some Insufficient Essential Medicines in China

MA Jian-chun, XIA Heng, SHEN Yong-gang, CHEN Ji-sheng (Dept. of Pharmacy, The First Affiliated Hospital
of Guangdong Pharmaceutical University/Dept. of Clinical Pharmacy, Guangdong Pharmaceutical University,
Guangzhou 510080, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To provide reference for solving the problem of inadequate supply of some essential medicines.
METHODS: By querying literatures and losing-bid varieties during centralized bidding process in some provinces, the varieties of
essential medicines that required investigation were determined, and then the production of the drugs were surveyed in related phar-
maceutical manufacturers by telephone survey method to query the reasons that the production of them were turned down. RE-
SULTS: After investigation, 35 kinds of insufficient essential medicines were screened in this study, involving 40 dosage forms to-
tally; telephone survey involved 286 drug manufacturers, and cheap drugs and rare diseases therapeutic drug which hadn’t been
produced took up high proportion. The survey results showed that market demand, low price and other factors occupied a large pro-
portion of the production of such essential medicines. CONCLUSIONS: The “many, small, scattered, chaotic” pattern of pharma-
ceutical enterprises should be improved in China, and systematic essential medicines discontinued reporting system should be estab-
lished, and administrative means can be conducted to urge manufacturers to invest in or restore the production of insufficient essen-
tial medicines.

KEY WORDS Insufficient essential medicines; Telephone survey; Centralized bidding; Production
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Tab 1 The list of essential medicines in short supply
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Tab 2 The proportion of discontinued drugs which occupy

a high proportion (number)
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Tab 3 The reasons that the production were turned down
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