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Discussion on the Reform Pathway for Public Hospital Pharmacy in China
YANG Yue, ZONG Maomao, YOU Xiaomin, ZHAO Rui, CHAI Qianwen (School of Business Administration,
Shenyang Pharmaceutical University, Shenyang 110016, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the reform achievement of public hospital pharmacy in China and explore the pathway of
the reform so as to provide reference for policymakers. METHODS: The objective, progress and outcomes of pharmacy reform and
problems in China were introduced since 2000; the pathway of public hospital pharmacy reform was put forward based on compar-
ing health service system of USA, British, Japan and Hong Kong area. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: The reform’s objective is
to promote “separation of pharmacy from medicine” and break down the mechanism of “drug-maintaining-medicine”. Before the
new medical reform in 2009, pharmacy trusteeship and centers of pharmacy management were the main reform models; after the
new medical reform, there were socialization of hospital pharmacy, pharmacy trusteeship and centers of pharmacy management and
so on. The reform have achieved separation of income and expenditure of pharmacy from those of hospital, the decrease of average
drug cost per time, drug ratio and others in some public hospital, but patient’s burden may not yet alleviate; the main compensa-
tion approaches for zero-profit drug supply is to increase the fees for diagnosis and treatment, and pharmaceutical care fee. So the
reform merely aiming at pharmacy reform cannot solve information asymmetry between doctor and patient; pharmacy trusteeship
may be difficult to cover up “drug-maintaining-medicine”, and the quality of pharmaceutical care may be declined. On the basis of
the experience of USA, British, Japan and other countries and Hong Kong including only supplying hospital treatment but not set-
ting up outpatient pharmacy, checking medical cost payment strictly by medical insurance department, separating hospital pharma-
cy from social pharmacy, etc., it is suggested to consider pharmacy reform as one part of public hospital reform, implement incre-
mental reform, build multiple prescription supervision system so as to solve the problem of information asymmetry between doctors
and patients; at the same time, strengthen various functions of hospital pharmacy to upgrade pharmaceutical care, and gradually re-
alize the socialization of public hospital outpatient pharmacy based on a grading treatment of medical units.

KEYWORDS Public hospital; Pharmacy; Reform; Drug-maintaining-medicine; Pharmacy trusteeship
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Tab 1 The proportion of each revenue in total revenues of

public hospitals from 2009 to 2013

S BIRAI, % ZIA LI, % BRI, % JEBIAG L, % it %

2009 4153 42.06 8.50 1.91 100
2010 4791 41.80 8.17 2.12 100
2011 48.70 40.51 8.68 211 100
2012 49.39 40.07 8.16 2.38 100
2013 50.85 38.85 7.94 236 100
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Tab 2 Average expenditure per out-patient visit of public
hospitals from 2009 to 2013 (yuan)

By AT — ﬁlﬁi‘?ﬂ% - &.‘r‘]i@%ﬂ%th%.%
i LA s R 1 6 S 5 G %
2009 1547 168 800 278 10 525 182
2010 1673 186 874 308 11 485 184
2011 1802 201 928 34 12 515 185
2012 1934 196 93 362 100 513 187
2013 2079 1044 387 502186

£3 20092013 FERE NI ERBEAHEREA(T)
Tab 3 Average expenditure per in-patient visit of public hos-

pitals from 2009 to 2013 (yuan)

bl AR B LA, %
it {EN it fr# gk

B AR

2009 58562 25730 4077 439 7.0
2010 64159 27843 460.8 434 12
2011 6909.9 2903.7 5185 42.0 15
2012 73251 3026.7 565.4 413 17
2013 78589 31163 629.8 39.7 8.0
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