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Study on the Reference Basket and Indirect Reference in External Reference Pricing for Pharmaceuticals
MO Yani', QIAN Juncheng’, HAN Yuzhe®, XU Xiangdong’, MENG Qun’, LIU Bao' (1.School of Publi¢"Health,
Fudan University/The Innovation Center for Social Risk Governance in Health/Key Lab of Health Technology As-
sessment, Ministry of Public Health, Shanghai 200032, China; 2.Center for Statistical Informiation, National
Health and Family Planning Commission, Beijing 100044, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To provide reference for the establishment of, China’s external reference pricing system for pharma-
ceuticals by studying on national (local) reference basket and indireet refefénce. METHODS: The information for the external refer-
ence baskets of 48 countries (regions) were collected from the literatures, #-test and Pearson analysis were performed for the de-
scription, comparison and correlation analysis.ef direct*and indirect reference baskets in terms of size, rate of high-income coun-
tries (regions) , rate of countries (fegions) in the same’ geography, etc; meanwhile, the rate of repeated reference and quantitative
index of indirect reference were(calculated. ' RESULTS: The average size of direct reference baskets was 12, in which high-income
countries (regions) forfhed the lion’s Share. Except for European countries, countries (regions) from the same region accounted for
20% of theaxeferencebasket size. The size of most indirect reference baskets were within the range of 20-35. The national income
per capita, of the indirect reference basket was lower than that of direct reference basket. The increase of the indirect reference bas-
ket size'was modestly correlated with the proportion of high-income countries (regions) in the direct reference basket. The average
rate of repeated reference was 88.5% and the average indirect reference times was 4.5 times. CONCLUSIONS: Main proportion of
reference basket were high-income ones. Indirect reference was very common. Effects of the increase of indirect reference basket
size as well as the repeated reference might be a concern of China on framing external reference basket.

KEYWORDS Pharmaceutical pricing; External reference pricing; Reference basket; Indirect reference
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#z1 481 ERPEXR(MK)SEZETELRER
Tab 1 Basic information of the reference baskets of the 48
ERP countries (regions)
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Tab 2 Number of geographical and income distribution of
countries(regions) implementing ERP
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Tab 3 Income distribution of countries (regions) in the di-
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