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Current Situation and Improvement Suggestion of Traditional Chinese Medicine Policy in Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area

LIN Jie, HU Huimin, WANG Shuo, GUO Dongmei(School of Management, Beijing University of TCM, Beijing
100029, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To study the current situation of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) industry policy in Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao greater bay area, and to provide suggestions for the follow-up planning and layout. METHODS: The content
analysis method was used to code and measure the policy text of TCM industry in Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao greater bay area
issued by the central government and local government as of April 2020 from the perspective of policy tools. The current
development focus and existing problems of the industry were summarized to put forward reasonable suggestion. RESULTS &
CONCLUSIONS: A total of 34 relevant policy texts were retrieved, including 9 at the central government level and 25 at the local
government level. In respective of essential policy tool, the supply-oriented, demand-oriented and environmental policy tools of
TCM industry in Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao greater bay area accounted for 58.10% , 22.86% and 19.05% , respectively.
Among supply-oriented policy tools, hardware construction accounted for 40.98% , internal communication for 26.23% , quality
construction for 22.95% , and international exchange for 9.84% ; there was no specific implementation rules and programs for

policy tools, which affect their operability. The demand-oriented policy tools included health service (75.00% ), international trade
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(16.67% ) ,

openness of the industrial market. The environmental policy tools included target planning (40.00% ) ,

service outsourcing (4.17% ) and government subsidies (4.17% ) ; the use of the latter three approaches limited the
access rules (25.00% ),
intellectual property (30.00% ) and financing support (5.00% ), but needed to improve the support of laws and regulations and
relevant measures. In respective of the value chain of TCM industry, 34 policy texts showed 4 contents, including platform
construction (36.19% ), scientific and technological innovation (19.05% ), market expansion (23.81% ), exchange and cooperation
(20.95% ) ;

modernization and internationalization of TCM. It suggested to optimize the supply-oriented policy tools, improve the operability of

the lack of scientific and technological innovation and exchange and cooperation limited the standardization,

policies; pay attention to the demand-oriented and environmental policy tools, highlight the role of marketization and
standardization; pay attention to the integration of basic policy tools and industrial value chain, and achieve the standardization,
modernization and international development of TCM in Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao greater bay area.

KEYWORDS Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao greater bay area; Traditional Chinese medicine industry; Policy tools; Policy text;

Content analysis; Current situation; Improvement
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Tab 1 Summary of development policy documents of traditional Chinese medicine industry in Guangdong-Hong

Kong-Macao greater bay area
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Fig 1 Two-dimensional analysis framework of deve-
lopment policies of traditional Chinese medicine
industry in Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
greater bay area
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