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Optimization of the Formulation of Curcumin Transethosomes

LI Xiaoshan, LI Kaitong, JIN Sandi, HU Qiaohong (School of Pharmacy, Guangdong Pharmaceutical University/
Guangdong Engineering & Technology Research Center of Local Precision Drug Delivery System, Guangzhou
510006, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To optimize the formulation of Curcumin (CUR) transethosomes (CUR-TEs). METHODS: The
contents of CUR in CUR-TEs were determined by HPLC. CUR-TEs were prepared by injection method. Using comprehensive score
of encapsulation efficiency and drug loading as index, based on signal factor test, Box-Behnken design-response surface method
was used to optimize and validate the formulation. The property of CUR-TEs prepared by the optimal formulation was investigated.
RESULTS: The optimal formulation of CUR-TEs was as follows as lecithin of 4% , CUR of 0.13% , 1, 2-propylene glycol of
25% , tween-80 of 1% . Results of validation test of optimal formulation showed that comprehensive score of encapsulation
efficiency and drug loading of CUR-TEs was 93.04 * 2.16, relative error of which to predicted value (91.19) was 2.03% . The
encapsulation efficiency of CUR-TEs prepared by optimal formulation was (91.17 + 1.35)% , and its drug loading was (0.94 +
0.02) %. The particle size was (190.64 + 15.97) nm with polydispersity index of 0.086 £ 0.007, and Zeta potential was (—12.74 +
1.60) mV. CONCLUSIONS: The optimized formulation of CUR-TEs is stable, feasible and repeatable, with good stability.
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B Tk CUR /KA PR 22 e Mk 22 A [n) 8t , i 2o
FHAT ALY 7 3 22 RS M RR B2 5 CUR PR i IS
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P 14 336 1A (TEs ) & — i U A 92 1 28 1A, 3 22 o
ARG R R TS M SR, — 5 I, TEs BAT
FEAE RSB E L, AT 25 s ok f 2 R BNA YT
VEF s 35— 5 T, B P2 S PEF A A, vl TEs FH i
JERUoF 2 M s B B AR TR, T,
AWFFERREE K /N Ko e M 35 M AR A 1,
2-TN ZWE(PG) " Ry 7, >R FH i Al 4 CUR-TEs; 7
DI B RN T S5 AV R SR bR, e B R R
B B3R I, SR FH Box-Behnken 1% 111 o7 7 25 1) 4k Ak
75, LIl CUR-TEs f T & H s i i

1 ##l
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AW 5T T A AR AT« 1260 Y = A% A 3
(HPLC) Y ([ Aligent /3 7] ) , UV-2450 Y 55 4ha] Il 43
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RUGHK L E I Zeta LA /AT A (52 [ Brookhaven 23] )
DF-101S RIAE P P ) i FE4s . SH2-D (1) 74
PR AXE SR (AT TR ARTEAH),
SB-5200D % 75 I 1 YEAIL (T i B 2 AR M R Iy A
PR D), LGI-15D BRI R T (Jb st DU SRR 22 T
HBRAHED
12 FEHRBSIKA

AHEFE T ZE 2 50 CUR XS R & ()1
B Y A YR A R E] L S wkq19012802, 4l
98% ) .CUR Jsi B} 24 (Fg il CF AR A RA R S
FY99S61025, 41iJi 95% ) . BR#AE (PC, #2 % Lipoid 24 H
HL45 F20150014) 5 11 A4S 80 (AR T A= AL BkH7 it
U347 BRZA W], HE5 11902014) (PG (R HEETT R & Ak 243511
J7 L 4tE45-20200701) 4 RBHEE S GHO (LRI /R A T
A FRA L HIE5 BS619203) 5 IS | 2 M (154l , H
ARG Mo Hral s Ko BT
2 FAEEHER
2.1 CUR-TEs % &

225 SCHR[18] J5 15 , K % FRILAL J7 5t () CUR \PC,
PG THE @ TUMIE T, B T 50 CIEEAS ik A,
VESR AR 5 FERRIBCLE Tt 9 2R L A4 G 80 VK T 55 — R (8
PO, BT 50 CHEIE KIS R Bk AR, VR K
Ao SR SR R A, ZEREFEIRAS T, B2
ATKAH R RRE N 52 B8 5 4k 2243 30 min, R E1 EEIR,
£20.22 pm fAFLYE IS U8 I L BIFS CUR-TEs.  [R] 3l &
AF CUR 195 1 TEs.
2.2 CUR-TEs # CURHIESENE

225 CHK[19] 89 HPLC 2%, Il % CUR-TEs H* CUR 19
.
22.1 g @i NIEZ ] Cs (250 mmx 4.6
mm, 5 pm) ; i 3 A R 216 -4% VK R 7 (55 ¢ 45,
VIV) 5 33 R 1.0 mL/min #6037 4 & 428 nm; #E 1k
25 °C; #FEE A 20 uL.
2.2.2  CURXJ RSP G2 R PRI CUR X 8 i
5 mg, BT 100 mL FE st H , i v i o s 25, B
3 50 pg/mL A CUR X B S B . HS 5 RE HL
AR 2 mLF 10 mL BRI, i H B 25, S
JE R A 10 pg/mL ) CUR X B8 S VAR
223 MM WA H S K% E 2T IR
CUR-TEs 0.1 mL F 10 mL k& & wtifi b, i & H B,
P (2200 W, $51 %€ 40 KHz, T MZL; B R %=
Jei , I E 2, BV A TR T
2.2.4  BAPERESIAREIS RSB EIC2.17 T %S
TEs 0.1 mL F 10 mL Az o s b, o B s 75 3L s 1 20
FEEE N EEE S, BV BAPERE SR
225 LEMEAR KEEWI2.2.2"~"2.2.4"H F CUR
XoF HEL ot A R A 3 S VR IS A S R 453 L e
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Fig1 HPLC chromatograms of specificity test

226 ZMEXFRFLE KEGH2.2.275F CUR X
phBEE 0.1.0.2,0.4 1.2 mL, 435 & F 10 mL £ 8 5
R IR A 2 A CUR R B 40 oM 0.5.1.2.5,
10 pg/mL [ R FUBRUERS TR, P55 AH B 1 CUR X RE i,
(50 pg/mL)—i, #4“2.2.1" 0 N @i s g . LA
TR NA AR () TR EE (x, pg/mL) R Ak b, 2237
FRufErh LR A5 M5 y=187.9x+24.786(R*=0.999 8)
FHH CUR ZER I 5T £ V46 i 0.5~ 50 pg/mL A TG PN Ze
KARL

227 REERRE #2227 50 N Jr k4§l 4 CUR
I P R (5,10, 15 pg/mL) X B AT 45 3107,
F42.2. 17N g S R UEREIN A L B H NE S E 31K,
HEH KGR B E 3 d, B H RS . 45
7R, CURAIR L Hp | g Jo e Ve B X B A i H DR 5
RSD 73518 1.14% .0.54% .1.98% (n=3) , H [A)}& % &
RSD 7351 49 0.74% ,1.10% . 1.03% (n=3) , & W% )7 1%
FEE R BT

228 FuEthdn  HC2.2.378 s oS i,
HFERAAFACE0.2.7.10,12.24 i, $442.2.17 55
TS SRR E e SRR . 45 R R, CUR I
THFLI RSD N 1.32% (n=6) , WML A e =0
JCE 24 h INFRE PE R AT

2.2.9 WEMRE 2.1 F CUR-TEs 0.1 mL,3t5
0y, #“2.2.37 WUF J7 35 AT A A N W, R
“2.2.17 N S SRR A2 0 SR TR AR , IR bR v
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MZ LT TR CUR i, 450 878, CUR % & RSD N
0.52% (n=5) , RMZ I M E LRI
2.2.10  [EICREEE B2 IR B MR A R 0.1
mL, & T 10 mLAZE S, 2L 90, 70k 3415 [l 4y
A “2.2.27 5~ CUR X A& 5 B:# 0.5.1.2 mL, il
P o, A R s R H RIS N R BT A
IR SR BGE 5, 4 2.2, 17 T i A5 R
W e s AR, IR e, 25 7R, CUR
25 2L o v R R U R ST 2 TR 26 43 1) Dl 103.03 %
(RSD=2.47% ,n=3) .102.04% (RSD=1.67% ,n=3) .
100.05% (RSD=0.66% ,n=3) .
2.3 CUR-TEs @ H#HERMFBFHERNE
2.3.1 AuHEH  HUCUR-TEs 0.1 mL, %) FAE T34 50
BERCRY , AZK RN ; e 4R 6 mL BRI , & T 10 mL kR (o &
R HY 5 o SR 7S A L A 2.2 17 IR gk A
PEREIN 2 A A K25 B CE. 5B CUR-TEs 0.1 mL
T 10 mL A5 € 5, i H R S i 3L OE A %
“2.2.17 BT OIS UEREIN 2 TS 2 CT, % CE
A CTZE R B EPR (R = CE/CTx100% ) .
2.3.2 #ZyE  HU“2.173 F CUR-TEsid& &, #7114 T
AL BR T JG FE G R W) o A B AREUE TR 5
CUR-TEs 0.1 g, fil/K 1 mL &2 1% ; B % 5 () CUR-TEs
0.1 mL, 5] AT RMEEEACAT , LK VIR ; 4R 6 mL
Ve , & T 10 mL ARt b s i B 7 e 2L OF e
25,5 2. 2.1 WU R gk AR AR TR A R 2 &
WE, ¥& WTH WE 25 F31 55 8025 i (2 i = WE/WTx
100% ).
24 BREELR

DL B R ) 5o H 5 AR b, 73 50 % 58 R PC
H#E (2% .2.5% 3% .3.5% 4% .4.5% ) . AIF] PG FH &
(20% .25% .30% .35% 40% ) . A~[R] CUR & (0.05% .
0.08% .0.10% .0.12% .0.15% ) . A 5] B 111 BL i 80 H =
(0.0.5% 1% .1.5% 2% )%} CUR-TEs 521 . 455, bl
# PC I3/, CUR-TEs Ay 35 R 2 B TS T %
PSR 22y s R BUE BT ERUE T T R 2 PC
FH 4 4% B}, CUR-TEs (B k2 i ik 2l K,
e $E PC & 3.5% ~4.5% AT fasitifk . Fi#E PG H
AN, CUR-TEs (WAl B R 2 BE E TR 2208 TR
24 PG RN 25% B, CUR-TEs HAU B Ak F R K,
M2 R B TR BE, NI # PG H &
20% ~30% A TR LAk . FEE CUR I f934 i, (0 3t
R R TR TR 24 CUR N
0.12% B} , CUR-TEs 43 35 3 Fl 2 2 1 38 B d5e K, R
YEHL CUR FHE 0.1% ~0.15% 1 75 2e4i4k . 24 E 1L %L
fikk 80 FHEI4 I % 1% I, CUR-TEs B B F k24 7 44
IRE e A (AR 23 2R 11 B4R 80 F 4 )5 , CUR-TEs [1)
(kR =R apr St G2 (NS I e 2 hiE i pree JITES
fig 80 HE M 1% .
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2.5 Box-Behnken i% 11 - I 5z [ % £ 4 CUR-TEs
&7

2.5.1 Box-Behnken B it-Mi b A I T 545 78
PR R SR A BERN I, 1 EO CUR-TEs Ffu 5 FiZk 2l
B .25 1 PC I (4) (.CUR 4t (B) (PG I &
(C) 2 B2 4, LA B R R0 2 i 1 255 D1 23 D Wi 1
{EL[HL 4 TOPSIS ¥A£5, 150 A B A RN 20 24 ik i) AL 2y
50% , RIS THR LR By LR G T = (BRI R
< 0.5+ 3% 24 e/ K38 25 | < 0.5) x 100], 2K ] Design
Expert 8.0.6 7 F15% 11 3 [ & 3 /K ¥ Box-Behnken i% -
TP ATTRENE AN S A o i < ES I PO W VR (=N DR AL
Box-Behnken 153~ 1 1 A1 35 9 [ 2 55 7K L3R 1, 3
Wi SEE R WL 2, a3,

%<1 Box-Behnken i&it-lm 5z BRI B E & 57K F
Tab 1 Factors and levels of Box-Behnken design-re-
sponse surface experiments

W%
¥
4% B.% C.%
-1 35 0.10 0
0 40 0.13 2

1 45 0.15 30
#*2 Box-Behnkeni%Zit-MM HiXIWHIIZiT 543
Tab 2

Design and results of Box-Behnken design-re-

sponse surface experiments

5 A B C iR BHE9 HAT
| 400 0.3 25.00 9439 121 99.09
2 400 0.13 25.00 96.14 087 85.95
3 400 0.3 25.00 89.88 1.04 9.7
4 400 0.15 3000 83.99 055 66.41
5 450 0.3 3000 80.07 085 76.77
6 350 0.10 25.00 71.86 089 7415
7 350 0.3 2000 79.88 083 75.84
8 450 0.10 25.00 90.83 055 69.96
9 400 0.3 25.00 93.14 101 90.18
10 430 0.15 25.00 85.03 0.79 76.87
11 350 0.3 3000 83.20 116 9120
1 430 0.3 2000 93.93 1.05 92.24
13 400 0.3 25.00 80.97 107 91,01
14 400 0.5 2000 92,25 0.76 79.38
15 400 0.10 3000 81.62 094 8129
16 400 0.10 2000 86.98 098 8.3

17 350 015 2500 7847 074 7139
2.5.2 MRV il id Design-Expert 8.0.6 /4 X5
SR ARG SR R 2T R =
— 873.318 5+250.365 84 +4 348.516 5B+ 16.094 8C+
193.324 648 — 3.083 34C — 17.065 1BC —24.579 54* —
19 122.570 08°—0.041 3C*(R*=0.847 0,P=0.033 6) , i}t
— XSS AT A0 M, A5 B =g a1 IR 2. hER
SATA, Z A HAT B 2 25 57 (P<<0.05) ; R {5t P
490.305 5, FoR RPN B2, 1 HZ B RS FE B 4
W AR B . AE RII B X 2R A P I R ) J
(P<<0.05),4*F1 CREEE VA A B2 (P>0.05)
UL A B C = [H & 2Z A1 0 )37 E F) 5 1) - AN 2 ] B )
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%3 Box-BehnkeniZit-lN HEEH A ESNER
Tab 3 Variance analysis result of Box-Behnken de-
sign-response surface model

K it FIE 2] F P
fiA 1 16821 9 129.80 431 00336
4 132 | 13 0.04 0.8402
B 36.51 ! 3651 121 03075
C 3837 | 3837 127 02965
AB 2336 1 2336 077 04079
AC 23767 | 23767 788 0.0262
BC 1820 ! 1820 0.60 04626
£ 158.99 | 158.99 527 0.0553
B 60144 1 601.44 19.95 0.0029
¢ 449 | 449 0.15 07109
73 21105 7 30.15

JAlR 117.98 3 39.33 1.69 03055
Ui 93.06 4 2.7

RE 137925 16

g, K 2a.2¢ WA, AB . BCWIIR E A2 H I}, Hiilhy
AR XS4 2% 3 45 3 3R 3 T 22 0 AT 45 SR AT i, AB . BC X}
LEATET A L2 (P>0.05) . H1 & 2b AT 1, ACTH
R R 5 B, el s b, Uil AC 52 HAE R B, LY
LEATEA IR B 2 (P<<0.05) , 578 3 B 220 45 SR
—%(, AB.BC .ACSE HAEFAXTEEGTES 15 0 K /NIt
¥H AC>AB>BC.

370 L G, 0 00 7 3T0
10" : T P s v

b. ACZHAEH

c. BCEEHAEH
E2 FWEEXEEANEAIE

Fig 2 Response surface diagram of two-factor inter-

£ M) B M) oz T [

action affecting comprehensive score

2.6 CUR-TEs &4k 75 BYIEIE

X 2.5.27 WU AR )y R A T4 Ar , AR B R AL
Ji R - PC A4t 4% CUR FH 0.13% PG HIHt 25% SR 1L
AL g 80 A it 1% ; T 4% CUR-TEs () 11 40 £ K o
92.71% , Tl 2 255 4y 1.04% , i 25 5 3E43 M 91.19.
FET I, B H AL A AL T AT 45 T 34t CUR-TEs, LA
o E iz e LAk gy o g5 R BoR LR AL T i &
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CUR-TEs 1 £ 3 % K (91.17 + 1.35)% . #K 25 & H
(0.94 £0.02) % L7 5 TF41 7 93.04 + 2,16, 5 FIMZEA
PB4 (91.19) AH L A, 52 M 25 45 VF 43 19 AH X 13 22 R
2.03% , AR 5 B A LA L ARAE T2
HAT AT P ] S A

2.7 REMEATTHIFH CUR-TEs I %

2.7.1 KR HN Zeta AL AGIE  HCU2.67 50 DU AR Ak
J5' il €& i CUR-TEs i i, /K B , SR F 4 ok
Zeta HL 723 BT AU 528 EHOREAS A1 Zeta HAL ., 25 R ER,
CUR-TEs I ki 7% 47 (190.64 + 15.97) nm . £ 4 1 2 54
(PDI) #7 0.086 + 0.007 ., Zeta Hi {3 &y ( — 12.74 + 1.60)
mV. XFEHW CUR-TEs K2 iy 4s], A Bl pfa e
P, b T R E AT AR

2.7.2 FAEEEME  BUC2.67 T LR AL Ty il £
() CUR-TEs i it , )k 4 000 t/min &5.0> 15 min J57 , AW
FEME T )2V 0.1 mL, SR /KRR RS 5 4% BUE /2 bk
Fis TS PR, R R AN AT L4366 E 111 500 nm i
e G e 41, 53 BUR B0 1) CUR-TES 1&
T A I E WG L IE R Ao T Ao A A EE R
CUR-TEs {52 % # $ (K.) [K.= (|4, — A\|/40) x 100% ]
25 ] 2 78, CUR-TEs 1Y K. 24 (0.035 + 0.012) % , % W]
CUR-TEs [ PE R AT

273 JEAWE  W2.67 T N LA A 75 4
CUR-TEs ifi & , & T4 [ _I, & 10 min 5 FHIE40R T,
PRI 2% WA FR VS WA T YLt FRs IR T 5, RS
S 7 BRI T UES . 453 B, CUR-TEs 2 HLI (1)
BERIE LA TEREYS] R WL S A SR AR DR I%E , TEILIE] 3,

3 CUR-TEsHJiESTEERE (%20 000)
Fig3 TEM photographs of CUR-TEs(x20 000)

3 itig

AHFFEAEM) E CUR-TEs t 52K i, Je % A U8 25 0
247 B CUR-TEs A 03 (0317 2 CUR , {H i T PG %h
BERE R, 1597 25 1Y CUR 1E 30 % PG VAR JC I8 ) #
UEAE , DA 1 S U0 5 G, R ) S 6 0 2 45 S 1 ME
Pho FETF UL, 288 O A SR BE I (21574 5325 CUR-TEs
F S W40 B 09 U B CUR, BP LK S BE B 3, 56 0%
CUR-TEs M 2k, #8J5 1 0.1 mol/L i) NaOH I e M
i85 CUR,
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TES AR SR B, S H % %8 T CUR-TEs R
PR SR L AL 80 I & B, 4 HLH 2 0 71 0.5%
i, LL0.22 pm G AL IE IR DR R ME .y S, i ]
AE 2 1 T A I 2Rl AL g 80 B m A AS i A, fi 15
CUR-TEs W7 MR 2 , NI C ikl i AL . B R 1
A41G 80 FHEL 3 I, CUR-TEs AYZASTVE fiE J1 358 5 4 3R
5L 80 FH 4 190 5, AL B R A2 25 8 08 B fr K5
{EL 20k 22 58 in 2 1L A4 80 A9 I J5 & B, CUR-TEs HY 4
B AFNLY I SRR, 3% T BB TSR L AL EE 80 A
1, {145 CUR-TEs BYBENR AU 12 T sl Pl 5 , M
L CUR B o 2 & TEEAT Box-Behnken B3 - i
TGN, 4 B 11 2 80 A9 FH & [l i h 1%

A5 K I Box-Behnken 5 -1 137 i i 56 A6 AL T
CUR-TEs 4k J5, #3% PC Al 4t (4) .CUR il 4k (B) .PG
M (C) HEE RS BIARRY ; IFX5 P 3R s BAE
XERGPEA BSE LA T 0BT 45t AB . BC . AC S HAREH]
XA V43 BB /NI S AC>AB>BC., #E— 4
oy A B A4S A Ak O T2 - PC i 4%  CUR Hl &
0.13% PG Fl# 25% R INAL R 80 i 1% . Liffliib
J1 JiE i 45 (¥ CUR-TEs #4742 7 (190.64 + 15.97) nm,
PDI 24 0.086 + 0.007, Zeta 1/ (—12.74 £ 1.60) mV,
K. (0035 +0.012) % , Fa e P R i R A 5e B8 5], R
DLH B SR AR TR i

g5 EPnR AR AAR S 1) CUR-TEs Ab Jr g P B
4, BA AT A PR RN 2 5 vl 45 19 CUR-TEs HAT B¢
AR E 1
S 30k
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