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Study on the mechanism of G6PD-induced sorafenib-resistance in hepatocarcinoma cell by activating PI3K/
Akt signaling pathway

YANG Huihua'*, CHEN Dahong’, DIAO Wenjing’, WU Yafei®, LI Qin*, LIU Gaolin"*(1. School of Pharmacy,
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China; 2. Dept. of Clinical Pharmacy, Shanghai General
Hospital, Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200080, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To investigate the mechanism of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase(G6PD)-induced sorafenib-
resistance in hepatocarcinoma cell based on phoshorylated 3-kinase/protein kinase B (PI3K/Akt)signaling pathway. METHODS Cell
lines including hepatocarcinoma cell Huh7, sorafenib-resistant cell Huh7-SR, G6PD overexpressed cell Huh7-G6PD and its control
cell Huh7-CT, and compounds including G6PD inhibitor (6-Aminonicotinamide, 6AN) and sorafenib were used as objects or
intervention drugs in these research. CCK8 assay was applied to evaluate cell viability. The protein levels of G6PD and the
phosphorylation levels of PI3K/Akt signaling pathway were detected by Western blot. Flow cytometry was utilized to investigate cell
apoptosis. RESULTS Compared with Huh7 cells, the protein level of G6PD was significantly increased in Huh7-SR cells (P<<
0.05). The combination of 6AN and sorafenib reduced cell viability of Huh7-SR cells (P<<0.01). However, compared with Huh7-
CT, increased cell viability and decreased cell apoptosis rate were observed in Huh7-G6PD cells while cells were treated with
sorafenib (P<<0.01). Mechanistically, the phosphorylation levels of PI3K and Akt were significantly decreased in Huh7-SR cells
that were treated with 6AN (P<0.05). Moreover, under the condition of no drug intervention, the phosphorylation levels of PI3K
and Akt were significantly elevated in Huh7-G6PD cells when compared with Huh7-CT (P<<0.01). CONCLUSION G6PD could
induce sorafenib-resistance in hepatocarcinoma cell by activating PI3K/Akt signaling pathway.

KEYWORDS glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase; sorafenib; resistance; phoshorylated 3-kinase/protein kinase B signaling
pathway; hepatocarcinoma cell
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#EFH T T AR A B8 VIR 19 1 5] HCC 19— 23697,
HCC VA7 1 HE R S, (H Bl =2 7™ Az 1R TS 24 [) it 25 s
IRITAR T E R, UL, BB HCC RhEE et 24
FIBIL B2 T4k HCC YRS T HTHE sk B S B Im R

I HIHE-6- IR I Ui ( glucose-6-phosphate dehydro-
genase, GOPD ) J& M R SCWHIR A% Ay RIS 2k i FH OCEEE Bl , 7] i
T TR PSCOME A 77 A e it 8 0 T e i M e — A% Y PR Tl
T 17T T A AR A I K T, HLG R 3Rk 5 2 R e
(Can B 20 B s s 5 ) AR 0E JRE 2 DD AF DG, AH OGRS
% B, GOPD AJ fig HEAE /N Rt s | B9 S0 e o 4
XG55 A2 B R JE 2 e 7 AR T 2571, PRk, 0 )
G6PD ] ¥ 5 fi Jih I 25 Wy x i 25 A A 0y s VE R . B
Al , 47 ¢ G6PD 78 HCC Z i 3E JE iiif 24 v i 1 FH A UL 4
o FET U, ARFFOEBRTT G6PD 1 HCC R hidEJe it 2
s AL, DR SR HCC REEEE e i 25 1)
TR s SR AR

1 #F#
1.1 FENE

AHIEFT I 3 AR 45 BB 150 Y40 At 7744 (3€
Thermo Fisher Scientific 2y &) ) . 5424R HULIR B 0L
(f# = Eppendorf /A ] ) L J2-MC U 5 35 ¥4 4 B D L[ UL 5
IR (P D) A PR A1 BD_Accuri C6 Al 2
YA (26 E BD A F)) .Epoch 2t 4 I K ighRAY (25 H
BioTek A [\ ] ) . Tannon 5200 %4k 2% % S i f% & 4t
(i REERHEABRA D .

1.2 FEHRSIKF

KPR JE . GEPD 11 il 71 6- % F 4K It 1 (6-amino-
nicotinamide, 6AN) £k 2 P4 25 25 | CCK-8 il &1 A
% B MCE 72~ v (41t 5 43 %l hy 83807, 87547, 87126,
100266) ; Annexin V FITC Apop Dtec Kit 14 H 3£ [& BD
NE] (FE5 0076884) ; Jif 4R I3 JHEEE 4 . DMEM 85 77
F W A 35 E Gibeo 2 F (L5 43 5l iy 2148169CP
8121521.,2462637) ; ECL & GIR & A 7R M $E 564
Y4 ARA PR 7 (45 P10300) 5 4 I 48 I B (pro-
tein kinase B, Akt) . B ik ft. Akt (phosphorylated Akt, p-
Akt) | W% ig Wk UL 3 % [ (phosphoinositide 3-kinase,
PI3K) .G6PD HiL {4/ IR B- WL 3N & (1 (B-actin) B A
W [ 2 CST 2 m) (5845 431l 2 46858 ,4060S . 4257
12263S ., 58169S) ; # it B2 1k PI3K (phosphorylated
PI3K, p-PI3K)  BAR i) S AL Py il (HRP) b i 1Y E 4T 5 B
PERREE 11 G MTHRP ARIC AP R Bk G ¥ A
T M A R A BR A ] (574543 1) abs 130869
abs20002ss .abs20039ss ) ,

1.3 #HAE

N 40 M Huh7 04 3 R B Ak 2E 5 A0 A= 9
SHFSE T . GOPD FaE ik 7 35 1Y )9 41 B2 Huh7-G6PD
KT BRI Huh 7-C T B i ROTAEEABBRA F .
2 AL
2.1 ZHREEESRE

Huh7 4055515 1% B8 R4 R 10% iR s
) DMEM #5535 (DU FFR H R4, B T 37 °C .5%
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CO.THIRIGFRAR TG FE . b 2 dHIi LIk, M AE K
Al BE A 80%~90% B 4T 240 e A% .. Huh7-G6PD 4
Jifd K FEXT FE 4 A Huh7-CT 255595 T 5 2 wg/mL 35 iR 15
SRR BRI A %45 Huh7 20 AR T
2.2 ZHAERMHIEMEaE

SR FH T BJCHE 5 v 2 A e 28 A JE it 247 )19 4t e
Huh7-SR: ¥ Huh7 ZH 35 2.1 730 F J5 a3 35, % 20 o
BN 60%~T0% B, il A & R A AR JE il 55 35 3 (R
AEJE R 2 mol/L JF IR B, 5 Sk i Aa e 1 R34 Jin
1 pwmol/L) , [ 12 h W% 1 ¥k, Y 40 i il 75 ok 80% ~
95% HF HEAT AL A . ANWTEE & DL 0 98 1 & A M oA
TRERERN R R REPREAK . AR
Y Huh7-SR 40 il v] 76 R hi AR JE R M 6 umol/L At 1%
FrRIAR R AR WU S8 R B R 4 47 Huh 7-SR 4 it
IR 251
2.3 ELWHESEAR
2.3.1  CCK-8 LR IAN LIS 1 W X B0 4 300 4 it LA
5X10°N/FLIEFP T 96 FLAk b, 45 5% 24 hm K 40 o>
2 FFL (B3R 3E  ANSA0E  25 %) G EFL (s gt |
Y, AN 259) B 259 T AL (SRt it . 25%) ,
FATEE SRS, MBI AN+ w)s , 5
Rige i  BEFLIMA CCK-8 &5, 78 L h)& , >R FH AR Y
72 45 FL 6% & (optical density, OD){H , FF3 155 41 il 77
TR B R T 4 AN R =259 T 1L OD
i —2 FHFL ODH )/( X} HEfL OD {H — %5 HfL OD{H )] X
100% , 27l 2 =1 — A AFIE 3.
2.3.2 Western blot kI 25 H R IR K KX 5 K
WIS T 6 em BEFRIL, 77 20 A2 4K 28 609% I, Fnalions
TNZG4 TG , LA IR 5 2% il (PBS ) 8 4% 40 M i A A7
T—80 °CE& . VK AR ANAE , i A 25 25 11 Bt ) 750 A0
T4 T2 Pt 00 1) 7] 7 RIPA 2 v 45 IS B 11, >R I BCA
PRGNSR AU . R R AR L B30 pg B
TE 10% 43 B e 47 90 VE R HLIK , Fifif5 300 mA fH iR
K15 80 min; B M W B H 10 min . TBST %14 10 min, 43
SIAFHR —H, T 4 °CHFF 17, TBST £ 4% 10 min X
3R A ZHiE IR H 60 min, TBST V% 10 min X 3
U DL ECL &G o, 3 T2 R g R 50 i
5 R Image J P 72 85 UK BEAE, LA H 8 H 51
PR At AR BN 2 8 1 R BE{H LB 3R0R 2R T B R 1k /K
Tk kK
2.3.3 R ARG 0 A R T KO ke xR K
A L 2 X 10°AS/ALERD T 6 FLAR T, 25 T HiUs , LAUBE
B A2, 2500  WCAR AN s AL LA PBS V& 31K , B
2T 100 wL % BD binding buffer i1, 5% B &,
JIA Annexin V' FITC F1#fL it BE (iodide pyridine, PI)
%5 WL, WEEIEE 15 mine SRR 20 i i)
A TR A TR R TR = R
TR T %)
2.4 Huh7-SRZBREX RhiIERT AR Z 2=
2.4.1 RHIEJE X Huh7-SR 40 il 1% S 6952 m %
CCK-8 B #EAT 4  .  Huh7 20 i F1 Huh7-SR 21 it #%
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“23.07IU R T S 42 RPAR R AR 2R R 3
10,30 wmol/L, T HUHT ] A 24 h, 8K J5 46 I 40 B 7735 %
ARSI 3K

2.4.2  ZHidEJE X Huh7-SR 40 LB T- 7K SE 152 SR
FT AN ARFEATAEI . K5 Huh7 21 B F1 Huh7-SR 41 fifg
F542.3.3" T R ik 5452, RPARE R 25U N
6 wmol/L, TFRF[A] 4 24 h, ARG K4 B8 TR, I
R 3K

2.5 G6PD %t Huh7-SR 408 &7 3 e S 4 B 20
2.5.1  G6PD f£ Huh7-SR 4l fifg tp () F ik K F R A
Western blot IEEA KGN . Huh7 41 it Al Huh7-SR 41 fif
F5“2.3. 27 WU Jrk G AR N2 T, LRI 2 A i
o1 G6PD i) ¢ 15 7K F- (L G6PD 7 115 N 2 B-actin JK J&
{EAY LU 2278 GE6PD Ry FRIA/KF) . b SEgh i A 3K,
2.5.2  G6PD 5%} Huh7-SR 405G S A052m R
CCK-8 L FEAT4 M . # Huh7-SR 4 g% “2.3.17 W F J5
52 6 AN B4R 253 4 1,3 .10.,30,100,300
1000 pmol/L (¥ AR TS S0 25 R &) , T WS ]
24h, FIRSLEGE AR 3K, RHTEL A T H (hitps:/
www.aatbio.com/tools/ic50-calculator) , 12 2 S 411 il e
JE (ICs0 ) o

2.5.3  GOPD I 5%F Huh7-SR 21 il 4 i 24 30 5V FH 2%
£ SR CCK-8 yEHEATRIIN o Huh7-SR 41 Jifd 43 A X
M (T T 10) KPR 41 (2 pmol/L) (RA AR e+
6AN £ (RH1EJE 2 pmol/L+6AN 20 wmol/L) , 5521 44 2
TR AR I 2.5, 27 T0 N 45 JL RN P S 6 48 S s, T U]
48 h, SR JEHE42.3.17 W 7 ik 35 a5 45 4 A A7
W%, LIRS E 31K,

2.6 G6PD I RIAXS Huh7 4HA8 H i3k R 8B IR 220
2.6.1 G6PD i Zik %} Huh7 40 I% S 89540 B G6PD
Fa 5 o 26 35 1Y JF 95 40 . Huh7-G6PD & H: %) 18 41 ity
Huh7-CT,#%“2.3.17 W F ikl 5425 , Ry dE e i
TS 3.10,30 wmol/L, F T b 8] Ay 24 h, 4K J& 1l
EMMAAT R, LS E A 3K,

2.6.2  G6PD it ik % Huh7 40 a8 T /K F- 1 5m %
FHF ARSI TR . B GEPD A2 1k Fe 1k 14 fFJea 20
Jitd Huh7-G6PD K FCxt BRI Huh7-CT, 4%“2.3.3" W [ )5
PSR I 0 MR T R AR e T 6
pwmol/L, Tl [a] 4 24 h, iR EE 67K,

2.7 G6PDIAEFTEMAXT R HIE B 25 MHLH 252
2.7.1 Huh7-SR 4 Jifd ' PISK/Akt {5 53 [ AH G 5 1 5=
SEFORI SR F Western blot BEHEATARI . ¥ Huh7 20 it
5 Huh7-SR 4l ifg 4% “2.3.27 Wi T Jy vk 5 5%, SR Ja kil 2 Fp
41 g 7 PISK . p-PI3K . Akt p-Akt & [ [ 1k , LA p-PI3K
55 PI3K . p-Akt 5 Akt i) B B F B 3 51 %678 PISK , Akt
HHMBERIKT . PRSI EE 3K,
2.7.2  G6PD I %} Huh7-SR 40t PISK/Akt {5518
HEAH G AR R A2 2R i Western blot 25 #1746
M Ff Huh7-SR 4 Jig 430 %F FRZH (TC 2541 150) il 6AN
2H (20 wmol/L) , 6AN 1T} [8] 4 48 h, AR 4% “2.7.17
TR J5 PR 41 i o PISK , Akt 2 [ B R fL K-
R 3K
2.7.3  GOPD i F kX4 A Hh PISK/Akt {551 A G FR
235 152 m SR ] Western blot B #E 47 & M . 4%
Huh7-G6PD 2 Jifd # Huh7-CT 4 jfa 4% “2.3.2” 3 F )7y 4%
FESRIGHE 2.7 17T 7 A 2 Fh 4 i o PISK Akt 2
FRBEIR LK. ERsEge e 3k,
2.8 FitFEFHIE
% H GraphPad Prism 8.0, SPSS 25.0 % %48 #1748
TEE RO R DL x £ s FoR . 240 IA) HL ek FH B A
RIT225007 , AL W LA R LSD-e k3. Kz 36 /K o
a=0.05,
3 R
3.1 Huh7-SRZABEXT RHIEEMZGEMZRER
EZFEAEE TR, 5 Huh7 ZHH04H [t , Huh7-SR 24
JAE % 2 0 FF B (P<<0.05) , 4 i 08 17 2 2 R A%
(P<<0.05), H L3R B, #H LL T Huh7 4f fifl , Huh7-SR 4 fitg
XFRPEARE BT 25 PR . 255 LA 1,
3.2 GO6PD X} Huh7-SR4BRF I IE R BRI R
WE 2A Frs , 5 Huh7 4 FL ¢, G6PD 7F Huh7-SR
4 i i A 2R B K B 2 TR (P<<0.05) . CCK-8 5 4L ik
7, 7E Huh7-SR 4 fg i, B & ik Je 1 15 40 M A7 5
IO AL, R IZ AT R PR e i 2 ; 1714 G6PD
437 6AN (ICs A 47.89 wmol/L) FZ& i dl Je Bk 4 17
J& , Huh7-SR 4l ffl 77 1 % & 3 %K (P<<0.01) , & Bl
G6PD #1111 1 AT 1% 5 Huh7-SR 4 il %t 2% 37 3E J& 114 45k
PR, Wi R AR e 2 . 5 LK 2B (Kl 2C,

A Huh7 42 Huh7-SR 41}l
100 . " 8k 40
. Huh7 41
S 80 =3 Huh7-SR 4l 30 a
¥ 60 a &
s ) =20
£ oy a =
= =
g 5 2 10
7 0
3 10 30 10" 10* 10° 10 10° 10° 107 Huh7 Huh7-SR
FhidkJe/(pmol/L) FITC q A

A IITEE RS,
a: SHuh740 e L%, P<<0.05

B. i

C. 2 TR ARG 45 2R

Bl Huh7-SREAMEM RHIERMEIERHERER
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B. 6AN XJ Huh7-SR 4 (41 il 5 5 v B2 4Dl 26

I I

100 1000

XHRZL RPAE 6AN+REL
JeH JI—'}VJ’I—[

C. A R AR 2

El2 G6PD Xt Huh7-SR AR E i I B SR M A 22 Im 45

3.3 G6PDFFRZLN Huh7 AR iR 8B 4RI 20
—n%

1EZ A AR T3 T, 55 Huh7-CT 40 g HL 4% , Huh7-
G6PD 41 i 4735 % & TH (P<0.01) , 40 i TR i 3%
FEAR (P<<0.01) , 3 W] G6PD 3 Z2 3K B4 T Huh7 20 i %F
FPARE U . 25 ILIE 3,
34 G6PDEHIERTRMMERIEEMEAMNIFIERER

55 Huh7 40 i3 %%, Huh7-SR 41 il 7 PI3K . Akt 25 [
) Tl T 1 7K 1 34 i 35 T 5 (P<<0.05) , R BIE AL S 19

PI3K/Akt {553 2 5 T Huh7-SR 4 g xf 244 Je 1y
Mt 2, % FH G6PD #71 6AN T-1iJ5 , Huh7-SR 4 il
PI3K . Akt 2 F I BER 1k K SF- 34 1 35 F I (P<<0.05) , 3
B G6PD 1 ] 7] GE 41 11 PISK/Akt {55 518 B O TE o Utk
A, 5 Huh7-CT 40l b %% , Huh7-G6PD 41 it H PI3K . Akt
T RS IR 1L 7K SF- Fl GEPD 23k 7K - 44 5 3 T (P<
0.01), 720 G6PD 1 ik BEFITG PISK/Akt {55 i . H
AT %N, G6PD ] i i 476 PISK/Akt {553 %175 Huh7
i hr AR ey, 25 LA 4,

A Huh7-CT 4112 Huh7-G6PD 4 fiil
7 «Q1-UL Q1-UR)| 7 =01-UL Q1-UR|
100 —n7 107 8555 5.8% 10" &3 5% 13.6% 40
10° 10° §
-SR 4 3 ™
< 80 =3 Huh7-SR 411iid i ol ) - S 30
‘Q_ 10° g = 10° § v
£ w0 a 3 L il a
pac = 10" = ‘o 7
£ . = E ‘ 10 = 2
2 10° o - 10° =
F 2 . 3 . & 10
10 S01-LL Q1-LR| 10 301-LL Q1-LR|
0 10 R - 10" TR o - 0
3 10 30 10 10° 10° 10" 10° 10° 10™* 10" 10° 10 10" 10° 10° lti‘ Huh7- Huh7-G6PD

FiAk e/ (umol/L)
A SMITE SR SS
a: SHuh7-CTAH M LA, P<<0.01
El3 G6PDITRILXT Huh7 A0 i Ik B BB R B2 I 45

B. i it i

Ell
(O ) 1ud/ e S Tl

FITC CT 4L

. IE, 56 D At [—— 5 D0 Akt [ a——] 560
p-PI3K _ 84 kDa priok | S | s .
ok ] ' 0 po | S ] o0
3 84 kD:
PISK IE' * G6PD 60.5 kDa G6PD | c0.5kDa
pacin | — 200 1210n pacin | M —] o,
Huh7 2l Huh7-SR 42 X L 6ANZL IR 2 6AN 21
AL 2RI PISK Akt 2K (18341 B. 6AN F7ii/ii Huh7-SR 4ilfiiirh C. 2Fh4fiarh PI3K . Akt .G6PD #& ]
vk PI3K . Akt .G6PD 2 4 # ik i) i vk [&] FknyHLIK A
2.5 5 5
? . A 15 [ B )
B3 Huh7-SR 4 B 6ANl . I Huh7-CT A4
2.0 = 44 =1 Huh7-G6PD 4l
= b S =
& & &
a = I 05+ a
b Che b
0
p-Akt/Akt p-PI3K/PI3K G6PD  p-Akt/Akt p-PI3K/PI3K G6PD  p-Akt/Akt p-PI3K/PI3K

D. 2 Fh4fifh PISK . Akt 2 FH FOTAR

E. 6ANT-#il)7 Huh7-SR 4HfifiHh PI3K . Akt 25

F. 2FP4ifrf PISK Akt2E (BRI

(2SRl EES R LK T GEPD B2 K R M2 K1 GOPD (U2 K AR IS
a: SHuh740M L3z, P<0.05;b: 5% HEAH LR, P<<0.05;¢: 5Huh7-CT4HA Az, P<<0.01

El4 GOPDEIEAEMEMRNIFRMAMNHERER
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— ELLIOR , T 25 2 MR 16 9 7 1) 32 BRG] R K i

i) BV R (U AN N 31 DI 1IN S WA S =k s il

S5 P T A e A L X R PR JE 7 AR T, DT ™ S

FKhiAEJE BRI AR, PISK/AKt {55 18 6 2 I &

A R ST 2GR 4 35 Sl P AR ST R,

PI3K/Akt A 3 o 455 o i pb " e i A1 A S W e

fifp 5 S TR i R AR JE T 245 . GEPD AE Jhy

TR LA A AR I B B ) G, BR T 25 Ak I

AP 30 ] DA i e SRR IR Y A i B 4 2

5 At YIS AHSCHIFSE & I, 78 171 JEESIRIR 40 s A1 %

Tt Js 240 B R GE.PD K& PRI AT A Akt I PE g A A,

X K W] G6PD A] JA#5 Akt YIGPE . SR, 76 s 4l il 2R

PRt 2 R v GOPD J& 75 AT 45 Akt i AN

AWFFEE e R B AR JE T 25 £ Huh7-SR 40 g &

Bl G6PD 1315 1 3 Tt , {H. 28 G6PD 1) il 71 + U

Huh7-SR 20 g a] ik 2 6 il Je i iuddt . 52k,

G6PD i3 7 ik 1] [ Huh7 41 it X 28 7l Je i fse:

X478 GOPD 5 Ik B 78 o) S BRI AR BT 25 (1 & A=

A, FETiR 24 41 40 i) GEPD 1) 34 A {fi PI3K/Akt {5

5 T VR B, [ AE GEPD ik 3 A (14 T i 4

(Huh7-G6PD Zi ifd) 1 PI3K/AKt {5 5 368 1 WU 4 340345 3

W] G6PD ] 3 i ¥ PISK/Akt {5 538 B8 T & Hrdk

JeMi2y. Foh AW EHE , 7R 240 v, PIBK/Akt

B Y R AR DG o A A N B AR A A

AR 22 2L 0E A EE T BvE IR T R A

Yoy ] B GOPD P15 , I 4 s 1] 3 T 16 A 56 4 T H T

G6PD i PI3K/Akt {5 i i HAAHL ]

2 B FTik , G6PD R A G PISK/AKt {5 538 i 75

SRR e MR 2y

S ik
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