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Indirect meta-analysis of pirfenidone and nintedanib in the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis
WANG lJia', LI Shuyue?, QU Suxin', WANG Hao’, GE Weihong’ (1. Dept. of Pharmacy, Qingdao Women and
Children’ s Hospital of Qingdao University, Shandong Qingdao 266011, China;2. Dept. of Pharmacy, Shanxi
Provincial Cancer Hospital, Taiyuan 030000, China;3. Dept. of Pharmacy, the Affiliated Drum Tower Hospital
of Nanjing University Medical School, Nanjing 210008, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To systematically evaluate the clinical efficacy and safety of pirfenidone and nintedanib in the
treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. METHODS Randomised controlled trials on pirfenidone and nintedanib in the treatment
of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis which were publicly published in Chinese and English were searched from CNKI, Wanfang, VIP,
PubMed, Cochrane library and other databases. The search time was set from January 2000 to December 2021. The existing studies
were combined with indirect meta-analysis to systematically evaluate the efficacy and safety of the two drugs in the treatment of
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. RESULTS A total of 15 randomized controlled trials were included, involving 1 026 cases in trial
group of pirfenidone and 845 cases in control group of pirfenidone, 1 846 cases in trial group of nintedanib and 1 848 cases in
control group of nintedanib. Both control groups were placebo. The results of indirect meta-analysis showed that the two drugs were
similar in the evaluation indicators of therapeutic efficacy as acute exacerbation rate, the incidence of forced vital capacity (FVC)%
decrease =10% from baseline or the incidence of absolute value decrease =0.2 L (P values of indirect analysis results were all >
0.01, and the difference was not statistically significant) ; but in terms of disease progression rate, nintedanib 150 mg (bid) was
superior to pirfenidone 800 mg (tid) (RR=1.66, 95%CI=1.06-2.63) ; in terms of safety, the incidence of diarrhea induced by
nintedanib 150 mg (bid) was higher than pirfenidone 800 mg (tid) (RR=0.42, 95%CI=0.33-0.53). CONCLUSIONS Compared
with pirfenidone, nintedanib has slightly superior efficacy in terms of disease progression control, but the incidence of adverse
reactions is also increased.
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2014410 H , 22 = FDA it il Jé B F e ik Je A
VEJRYT IPF BLETAEAL 251 . 2016 AECHp R LT 2
WG Y7 b [ L IR 8 i kAR JE B A2 3K Je A
S LB R 2597 o 5 i T TS PR 258
A4 Sk oF sk B AL %) 18R 46 (randomised controlled trial,
RCT) , i AW MR 25 Wy 7E T 7380k 22 4 b B HA .,
AL 7 1 AR 52 e e 1 A o 7 o 245 40 ) 22 9% e = AR
AW IR FHIR] 4 Meta 738 19 7 v, R 22 B RAE D 2
HR PP MLl JE R FJE 35 Je A P AT 25 3167 IPF /YA 2L
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PubMed . Cochrane library % 3 SCEUHIE 2, DL Je ik Je ™
“mEAE JE B RE & W A 4E 4L “nintedanib” “pirfeni-
done” “BIBF-1120" “idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis” “IPF”
SEAE N EOCHER) KR R IR ] 5 D 2000 4F 1 H —2021
412 1. L) PubMed H4f 2 S ], 6 2R SR XA « (pir-
fenidone [Title/Abstract] OR Esbriet [Title/Abstract]) OR
(nintedanib [Title/Abstract] OR Ofev [Title/Abstract])
AND (idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis [Title/Abstract] OR
lung fibrosis [Title/Abstract] OR pulmonary fibrosis [Title/
Abstract] OR IPF [Title/Abstract]) . F1 /57 B 5% 4% 1R
= Se i A B9 SCHRG 2R T S8 ST 5 IUOCHRAR R
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e /1 (diffusing capacity of the lung for carbon monoxide,
DLCO)ZEAUAE, DL B A R RN & A 3845
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1.3 HiERE

TS IR R B BRA , HH PR I 38 37 58 S
R U7 325 N5 0 i BT AR, 0 4 B o B S R A T 58 O
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FLFERFFEAE R R R T HU 58 S mAatn o A
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14 XEMREREEN

7 24 PEH A 3 ST 8 Cochrane R G2 PEM B T
M 5.1.0 HEFE ) A ey IRUBS: EAl T HL AT A0 AR RCT #4753
piig ) O W Ve RN R N BT i (L5 W 2 Ve o T 55 I =]
2 DR I S8 B R TS R A D
SR, AN T3 TS Sy v i o XU AR Al oy XU F1AS T
o VP 98 R BT S XAZN B DR 44 PR N BT T
MG IR — 30 ARSI RS =5, HR 38 =7k
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L5 ZitzEAE

AWEFE TR I A A8 AR A B S e
AHOCHEIR o AN ARG R) A S PRG3R FH A3, 5 45
WS AR Ge i 24 7 b (P<0.10, 1°=50%) , W % FH Bl
PRSI AT 5 500 Hr 5 S22, DR [T 5 00 A 4
BEAT G IF T o Xk R RE 1 B 67 A ] ) BO(E 70 e A
K TEWE 5 i 4R B A2 A (B 3 B0 S A il 25 R A5 1 B0
(MD ) 2k £ R R 43 Hr g it i, — 43 278 5k FHAHRTHE
B B2 (RR) B A H (OR) R R0 o3 A e 4k, DX TR A
TR 95% B AF XA (95%C1) . B Tk Jeik e fi 5
MR JE B ECEZXT G I R 5T, BT AAS I 53 % FH B3R
LU 5 422 %00 LA A5 45 00 7 3 R VPAN PR 25 (A RUUPE 5 4%
Ve, P25 5 L BRI Y L AR FH RevMan 5.3.5 4K
P58 185 W25 LU R AT 32, >R T ITC (indirect treat-
ment comparison) B HEAT )42 FLER , AT e ik Je A 5
ek A JE BRI P ) 1222800, (AR T RR B 95%C1 7R o i
Tl E R Egger” s K 56051 A A 7y
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e 132 S5 SCHERR JR /N T 10 491 Se 25 T P9 X 4 45
JRIFRBR AN G BRI SCHR 5 Bl 15242 3, HR R TC 12 S U
P S AR 65 SCHR . JE kel RCT 5 i ik
S50 LR R B SCHR 793 0 , 28 55 it AR Je TR A W] 977 32 AL
P, AN 9T SCHR . A AT A EOR ik e
A SR Je A L i RCT BT

2.2 ZHN TR B AE K STk £ IRUBE I 49

AAFGE LA 6 TR JE B IGYF IPF (9 RCT, A1
1 871 5| IPF £, Horh s 20 (bR Je a7 ) 1 026 441,
X HE A (2 B R0IA T ) 845 il 5 9 101 JE 3k Je A1 1R T IPF 1Y
RCT, &1t 3 712 1 IPF & % , Horpik e 20 (Je ik Je fiih
7)1 86411, X RRZH (22 It NAYT )1 84844, 4N A SCHRIT
FEAHFAE B i (A AU DT 235 50 L 1, SRR AR 2 XU 3T
WL 1K 2. A QA RETE D Ay AU 541K o
2.3 Meta 3R
2.3.1 FVCASfLAE DA 24 Bl 5 22 B0 ) He 2 AT i)
G AR BN B0 AT AT, JE 3k e AR IR TT AR GBI 5T T Ge it Y

R WNBERFFHER AR G R ITER

N ; b - N BRI

AR % TRGREE  WESREE OB ERGrS HMEE SR MREE Bk MUSERENE RRERE SRR

BEH5 MR 200mg 0O © 8 619%60 8 R Mg  WE R & x
LR 4 626169 8

Azuma 20054 AR 800mg DO 06500 A 36 ’ Mg WE LYo f x
ERH 35 643176 36

Huang 20159 WAEE s0mg DO 000) 38 59059 48 & %2 WE Pk & x
LR B 616264 4

Noble 2011(004)" WERM240mg @ 60} 174 657482 7 2 w4 WE G % x
A2 1200 mg 87 68076 n
TR I 663175 n

Noble 2011(006)"9 WEEm2400mg @ @500 1 668179 7 # it WE Fri & x
TR 11 670478 7

King 2014 e 400mg D ®60 M8 684167 ) 2 i WH b & x
ERH 618473 52

Taniguchi 201019 EEE s0mg 00 B0 108 654462 ) = e WH P & x
AR 1 200 mg 55 039175 5
FRH 04 647473 5

Flaherty 20191 EikRAi0mg D) 060 652497 52 % Mg WE b & x
BRI 3l 663198 5

Maher 2019 e 0] @ 6 0577 Kitid % & WH Fli & x
BRI B0 02472 At

Xu 20191 BikEH300mg 0O 00} 6l 646181 52 ® e WH b & x
TR 40 639165 5

Crestani 2019 JEEEA30mg 09 ® 638 666181 103£34 2 N ) Fii & x
FR 0 670479 108+28

Corte 2015 kA 00mg Q) 60 638 666181 52 2 e WE ok & x
TR 0 670479 5

Ogura 20152 BkEf100mg  © @ 6 667529 6 2 Mg WE 5k & x
JEE 84200 mg § 675474 6
JE K84 300 mg % 047485 8
TR 2 1103 8

Richeldi 2018 BikEf00mg O x 85 654178 380+ 148 -3 & WA fi & x
FR 85 048186 041120

Richeldi 20112 JE I 50 mg 023 ®e0 86 65394 ) £ 5 WE s & x
JE3k/2 4100 mg 86 649485 5
JEEIEA 200 mg 86 651486 5
JEKEA 300 mg 85 654178 5
ERH 85 (4886 52

Richeldi 2014(INPULSIS-1)® 235/ 300 mg 098 @60 309 66984 5 E %2 WE i & %
TR M4 669482 52

Richeldi 2014(INPULSIS-2)"  JE3KJ¢ 300 mg 39 66479 52 2 A WE S & %
ERH 209 671475 52
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B2 ANSTEf R XU A S E

FVCAEAAEGE T A] 2 52 i, it JE B 4y 48 J&] , soxt
P ZTHHOCIRYT 7 S8 A T IRIE T L AT R A 3 KR 22 , B
DA 55 5% 9 245 A0 DGR T 7 28 1 FVC A8 A0 (B 1 47 B] 42
pOgE A

2.3.2 FVC%IHLIEL FFE=10% a4 XH{d F =02 L
KR HIEMeta /W45 R s, SEBRIMLL, 467
Nt AR JE B 2 JE 18 e fR IR YT IS , fE FVC% HL I 4: T [ =
10% s 46 %H{E T B =0.2 L J A= 505 1 [ A (it Al Je i
RR=0.63, 95%CI & 0.47~0.85, I’=53%, P=0.002; J&
ik JE fi RR=0.74, 95%CI & 0.63~0.86, I'=12%, P<
0.01) . #mtAE JE il 800 mg (tid) 5 J& ik JE i 150 mg
(bid) HEAT A4 XT E , 25 5 B R 2576 FVC% L34 T
[ =10% 2 W TR =0.2 L & AR5 i, 255
Gt E L (P=0.51), LK 3[EIH, Pirfenidone' /R
Mk AJE JE i 400 mg (tid) ; Pirfenidone® 3¢ 7~ Mt IF JE i 600
mg(tid) ; Pirfenidone’ 2 7~ it A JE Bl 800 mg(tid) ; Pirfeni-
done" F/R IR JE B 2 5 3SR 5 Nintenib* /R JE 15
JeAi 150 mg(bid), FE[E],

RR 95%CI P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo —La— 0.63 047085 <0.01
Nintenib®VS Placebo —e— 4 074 0.63--0.86 <0.01

R © RS R
B3 FVChLLEZL THE=10%S %X E FE=02 L%
S REEITLER

2.3.3 KRS RFMLEAER HiEMeta 504745
W EIR, 52 EFIML, e ke AiGTr i T4 1k
AR IIAS R & AR (AR JE il RR=1.25,95%C1 Ky

£ 2904 - China Pharmacy 2022 Vol. 33 No. 23

0.88~1.79,1°=0, P=0.22; J& ik JE 4ii RR=1.60, 95%CI
K 1.30~1.96, I"=26%, P<<0.01) , ¥ mit.IF J& il 400
600 mg (¥4 tid) 4375 Je ik Je A 150 mg(bid) AIRIT 7
AT NS H S5 48R AR e B A5 iR 5 e
KR A AELAE T A R 3R & A 07 T i, 25 533
TGt L (P>0.05) , ¥tk JE il 400,600 mg (3
R tid)IRTT T R EE A IR 52k Je i 150 mg(bid)
VEATIRIREXT HE , 45 R 25 7E 2 R IR A B i K A R
Dy R, 22 R G L (P=0.59) , LK 4,

RR 95%CI P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo 1.16 0.66--2.01 0.61
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo - 132 0.83~2.11 024
Nintedanib®Vs Placebo 4 —e— 160 1.30~1.96 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo 125 0.88-1.79 022
Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® 073 0.40~1.31 091
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® 0.83 0.50~1.37 0.95
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® 078 052~1.18 0.59
° N v L)

B4 LIEARPAREBGHRERBEIILER

2.3.4 JREHERER 4 Meta 0 Ss R BoR , 522 R
AR LY, MR JE RN JE 38 Je A1 15T DL 25 R (PR 17 1 Jj o
(i AE JE B RR=0.65, 95%CI &y 0.50~0.86,I°=0, P<
0.01; J& ik JE fi RR=0.47, 95%CI } 0.34~0.65, I’=0,
P<0.01). 45Kk AE JE Bl 400,600,800 mg (¥4 4 tid)
ik Je i 150 mg(bid) BRY7 T LA FE%T e, 45
LR, LG AE I Ry 1 22 F oG L (P>
0.05) , {HJEmt AR JE B 800 mg (tid) AYAYT J5 S AE R 1% E
JE 7 TH XU 2 JE TR JeAIRYT I 21 1.66 15, 2R A S
T2FE X (P<0.01) o Bl e B 453697 Ry i &
IF)5 5 ek Je A 150 mg(bid) PEATIRIHENT L , 45 R W2y
FEI I HE T I LR, 22 S RG22 L (P=0.43) ,
TEILIE 5,

RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo — i 0.45 0.24~0.86 0.01
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo —— 051 0.23~1.12 0.09
Pirfenidone° VS Placebo —a—H 078 0.561.08 0.14
Nintedanib® VS Placebo [ S 047 0.34-0.65 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo - 065 050086 <0.01

Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® [ — t— 096 0.47~1.96 083

Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® —_— 1.09 0.46~255 069

Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® 1.66 1.06~2.63 001

Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® A 138 091~2.11 043

N N L% LY

b fRiEHREEEXLLER

2.3.5 IPF2MEMESR  HE: Meta 0 HT45 R BoR, Bk
M5, 540 L, bR JE i sl Je 18 Je iR 7 I K W
F R IPF S0k 8% (A IR J2 ] RR=0.47, 95%CI N
0.23~0.99, I'=20%, P=0.05; JE ik J& fi RR=0.65,
95%CI 4 0.30~1.43, I'=42%, P=0.29) ., ##ntt3F JE filil
600,800 mg(#4°4 tid) 5 JE ik JE A 150 mg(bid ) #E17 R
XL, G5 PR TE IPF 2O INEE 25 T A, 22 5% o4t it
2ERE N (P>0.05) . KR e E 16T T S R EE A T
JaS5eikJefi 150 mg(bid) FE47 MIHEXT L, 45 R W 24 7

EZG G 2022 4F48 33 445 23 1)



IPF 2P n s R ) m b, 2 7 Lg% 8 X (P=
1.00), LK 6,

RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo 0.38 0.16--0.89 0.03
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo 0.98 0.20~4.85 0.98
Nintedanib®vs Placebo 0.65 0.30~1.43 0.29
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo 0.47 0.23~0.99 0.05
Pirfenidone” VS Nintedanib® —— 0.81 0.25~2.62 0.79
VS * - 2.09 0.35~12.44 0.64
Pirfenidone“VS Nintedanib® —— 1.00 0.34~2.96 1.00
T T T 1
) ° K K

6 IPF RMEMEZREZEXTLLE R

2.3.6  HAMRZEZS Rt brai R H4% Meta 43 B4R
~, GAERFA G, AR e ER YT S L O K eE (RR=
2.26, 95%CI Jy 1.91~2.67, I’=0, P<0.01) . £ & A ¥k
(RR=3.07,95%CI }y 2.14~4.40,1’=0, P<0.01) . J815
(RR=1.33,95%CI } 1.09~1.64,1°=0,P=0.01) k=%
W Je ik e e yT e %0 Kk (RR=3.40,
95%C1 H 2.82~4.10, 1°=0, P<0.01) . & A #E (RR=
3.06,95%CI H 2.13~4.41,1°=0,P<<0.01) JFIh e F%
(RR=3.86,95%CI } 2.76~5.41,1"=0,P<<0.01) .} {5
(RR=3.14,95%CI H} 2.75~3.58,1"=0, P<<0.01) . {T-{i]
A B H A (RR=1.09, 95%CI & 1.06~1.12, I*=44%,
P<<0.01) KA Z W 1M, W25 /.0 AR R SF &
G SOPNTE S )8

B AR JE TR 267 7 R 5 Je ik e AR iR TT I 530
PEAT AT FE , 485 SR, b AR JE i 800 mg (tid) iE V5 &

RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo 2.10 0.78~5.64 0.14
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo E ——i 227 192268 <0.01
Nintedanib® VS Placebo —— 3.40 2.82~4.10 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo 1 . 226 1.91~267 <0.01
°vs * 0.62 0.23~1.69 1.00
Pirfenidone“VS Nintedanib® - 0.67 0.52~0.86 0.25
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® i 0.67 0.52--0.85 0.27
T T T 1
) v L) ©
AT DRI S A FR RS LA R
RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo E 517 2.23~12.00 0.01
Pirfenidone° VS Placebo 4 = 261 1.76~3.89 <0.01
Nintedanib® VS Placebo 4 F—e— 3.06 213441 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo 4 —a— 307 2.14-~4.40 <0.01
°vs * 169 068~4.23 0.99
Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® (2 2 0.85 0.50~1.46 0.75
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® e 5 1.00 0.60—~1.67 1.00
5 T T T
o ° KY
CERRRIR A A AR AT LA R
RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo — i 0.44 0.07~2.93 0.40
Nintedanib® VS Placebo ot 085 060121 0.37
°vs * 0.52 0.08~3.46 0.60
r T T T
Ha ° v 1

E. U MAEAS RS A A AR 0] LA 2R

AR AT iR JE A 150 mg(bid) o CKpnikb R Je AR YT 7
ZEHE A I 5Ie ke AT T e, 45 3 [WRE N
LR SRR R TS & A RN T e ik e A (P=0.01) , FEULIE 7
[FH T LA WA A, A SCAR X DLCO (% ) 22
FRAEHEA T 58T
24 REMEMERBEIH

o TR E R Egger s K 56 Fl Begger g 171 &
FARBIAIHT, 25 R T kAR S B AT A R 251 %
A RN IR SIS Jr 7 A S Y e R D o o AR
P Egger’ s K36 19 45 5 (P=0.004<<0.1) , A WF5T R F &
SYIE 3 5 R AR A5 R AR TS PAE S 1 DR 0.296 F
0.198, 22 I TG T478 X IF WSS ks , Ak
I CHAR R )
3 itig

TR IR LN 6 TR JE V67 IPF i RCT 19 1
JeikJeAIRYT IPF Y RCT, i3 40 A BRI S i s e, L
A% Lo TR FIAEA RS A AN [F] i
BRI, I ASHE 0K LR JE B 400,600,800 mg M2 &
JEJE WL AE JE B2 23 2R AT T geit, i — PR T AR
FRI ek A LR JE BT S50 A2 PR 22 5

NI JE i e 3K JE A VB aF 44k i A 80697 2
Yy, T LA R T IPF A9I6YT . PIRP 25 2 Bl e
SEAE 5 2R A R R B B A A
FEA IEAS e ARG Hh kAl 2 B X b2 SRR K e ik e A
XF L2 R A BB e, RS T A 2 AR T SR

RR 95%C1 P value
Pirfenidone® VS Placebo — 7.00 0.37~131.06 0.19
Pirfenidone“VS Placebo - 1.31 1.07~-1.61 0.01
Nintenib® VS Placebo » 314 2.75~3.58 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo - 133 1.09~1.64 0.01
Pirfenidone® VS Nintenib® —_—— 2.23 0.12~42.08 1.00
Pirfenidone°VS Nintenib® - 042 0.33-0.53 0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® + 0.42 0.33~0.54 002
N N ° N N
I 8 < O
VEE Y e 3% Y F L o
B.HETS S A AR AR LU 2R
RR 95%Cl P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo 2.10 0.23~19.39 0.51
Nintedanib® VS Placebo 1 +e4 3.86 276~5.41 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo - 307  0.55—17.27 0.20
Pirfenidone® VS Nintenib® —t— 0.57 0.06~5.37 0.98
’vs 3 080  0.14—460  0.98
r T T T T 1
» ° ° RY R o
hak BL A o e 3% L ok
D. JFYIRE S 3 K R AR R T 45 3
RR 95%C1 P value
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo HH 1.01 0.96~1.06 0.66
Pirfenidone” VS Placebo —_— 1.05 0.91~1.21 0.50
Pirfenidone“VS Placebo Z 1.01 0.99-1.03 043
Nintedanib®VS Placebo L] 1.09 1.06~1.12 <0.01
Pirfenidone’ VS Placebo - 1.01 0.99~1.03 0.21
Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® o4 0.93 0.88--0.98 0.94
Pirfenidone" VS Nintedanib® —e—i 0.96 0.83~1.11 0.98
Pirfenidone® VS Nintedanib® " 093 0.90-0.96 0.95
Pirfenidone’ VS Nintedanib® - 0.93 0.90~0.96 0.92
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