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Analysis and optimization of policy tools for TCM formula granules in China

TAN Qingli', LI Jiayi"?, LIN Daiheng’(1. School of Medical Business, Guangdong Pharmaceutical University,
Guangdong Zhongshan 528400, China; 2. School of Nursing, Guangdong Pharmaceutical University, Guangzhou
510310, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE In order to analyze the current situation of policy tool allocation in China’s TCM formula granule
industry, and provide a theoretical basis for the high-quality development of the industry. METHODS Based on the perspective of
policy tools, “TCM formula granules” was used as the keyword to retrieve the official websites of departments directly under the
State Council such as the National Medical Products Administration and the National Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine, as
well as provincial governments. The relevant clauses in the policy documents related to TCM formula granules in China from 1993
to 2022 were encoded, and then the application of policy tools was summarized and classified. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS A
total of 12 national documents and 77 provincial documents were ultimately selected, involving 556 relevant policy clauses. It was
found that among the relevant policy tools, environmental policy tools had the highest degree of attention, accounting for 62.6%;
the proportions of demand-oriented policy tools and supply-oriented policy tools were less, accounting for 17.8% and 19.6%,
respectively. From the perspective of policy tools, the use of demand-oriented policy tools in current policy texts was relatively simple,
and various policy tools were given low attention; from the perspective of policy objectives, the proportion of use of environmental,
demand-oriented and supply-oriented policy tools were not balanced enough. It is suggested to increase the proportion of demand-
oriented policy tools to meet international competition; emphasize the use of supply-oriented policy tools to strictly control product
quality; consolidate the use of environmental policy tools to standardize quality standards. On this basis, we will coordinate the
overall situation, balance the use of various policy tools and promote the development of TCM formula granule industry.
KEYWORDS TCM formula granule; policy tool; environmental; demand-oriented; supply-oriented
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