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Research progress on the mechanism of sesquiterpenoids against hepatocellular carcinoma
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ABSTRACT As one of the most common solid organ malignant tumors in the world, hepatocellular carcinoma has climbed to the
fourth place in incidence rate and the second place in mortality in China, which seriously threatens people’s health. Terpenoids are
natural active substances widely present in nature, among which sesquiterpenoids are numerous. They exhibit a variety of
pharmacological activities, such as anti-tumor, antibacterial, anti-inflammatory, antiviral and antioxidant activities. This article
reviews the research progress on the anti-hepatocellular carcinoma mechanism of sesquiterpenes from 2015 to 2024. The results
showed that 24 sesquiterpenoids for the treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma have been reported in the literature in the past 10
years, and these compounds have shown potential in treating hepatocellular carcinoma by inhibiting cancer cell proliferation,
inducing apoptosis, preventing invasion and metastasis, regulating immunity, and enhancing anti-drug resistance. The mechanism
of anti-hepatocellular carcinoma mainly involves three regulatory pathways: phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase/protein kinase B/
mammalian target of rapamycin signaling pathway, nuclear factor kappa-B signaling pathway, and mitochondrial pathway. In the
future, it is necessary to continue to explore new anti-hepatocellular carcinoma drugs with high research value, conduct in-depth
analysis on the mechanism of synergistic anti-hepatocellular cancer effects of multiple components, targets, pathways, and
accelerate the development of finished products in order to be widely used in clinical practice.
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TP NTCHR AR XA = 3R | PB4 5 th i AR
R NN R A & o 0 vs 7 NN A v 2 NN v 7 i
A5 5 S T MR Al AR I A R () 43 R A5 2 i A3 2
f s IR SRS, 2RI R, A5 08 e DU Bt
2 PU PO BE L PTEE S O B W E TR YT AR
FHE, B 28 sy S A B VR R AE . e T
G A W TE IR P R 9T AR 22, (BT i =2
BT HI R G507 o
1 BEEFERUEYHELRER

AR SCHETH T 2015—2024 AR RE AL A WA T T
S RV ML FE o I Hedb AT 2kid . R, Wi 24
MEEBERAEY . LB SR 5320 A 53
FRRRELEL,

Rl UMSERBRUEYHNELER

5 AR AR AR fLakE

[ 7 sl 0; 260 ERFEEERRA

) EHEEG CHi 05 516 HRHERELE

3 OWbCE CsHx05 260 KEBERVER

4 JEER CsH,0 B6  EHERAKE

5 BAE CsH0 B6 FHEREFEA HER LBA PARE
6 lavandiolide H CyH:0s 404 HRESERGE BIGE

T REABNE Cit0s W RERER AR TR

§  EEARHNE CsH0, U HHEAR

9 ARKENE CoH0; A6 FHTAETER

10 HesiEmm CoH. 05 3 AR

11 bigelovin o0 M SRR

12 narjatamolide CoHa0. 36 HEAHIREI RS

13 N Cf0; 28 FHERNAE

4 BLTAE CsHy0; 268 ASREERSEAEERE RO AR
15 DMAMCL C-HxCINO, B KEBEREAR

16 FEBIER CHy0; 364 EHBIEE A

17 scabertopinolide G~ CyHa10: 397 HRHpRE R E

18 santamarine CisHa0; 68 FHEAFESAR

19 hemistepsin A CiiHa0s 30 BRHREER IR

N EHE CsHi0; %4 FHEHERE

21 artemiprincepsolides A~ CyHy0s 59 HHERNE

2 carpespene A CisHis0s 64 BHEERIEN KA

B IR CsH0 0 KRSEETEREN REEEh R
U FAE CsHx0 1 BREARFER LEA BA AARE

DMAMCL : - H 353 5 % NG ( dimethylaminomicheliolide )

2 BEFERNEWHRAENERYLE
2.1 MBEFEXEULEY
211 FARREE

FEARBE NFEA 42 2 L&), 38 8 5
P vh S W R IB W/ INT T RRE R | 52 e R Y
WF5E R, AR BERE S0 H L i FE X miR-21 K3k, KK AEHL
JHEAVE ™ A, FEAR B 38 Ao i 2 1 o 9 4t P o
N PTEN (55 105 G (R B (O W R i ) JE DR Y 23k, [
I8 dr Mg v DI-1 85 1 (PARK 7 SE DR 2w A4 19 J T K Il
C56 B EE H K G b1 2 — ) IR IR LR 3-1% /¥ (phos-
phatidylinositol 3-kinase, PI3K) f) & 15 , 4110 il 1 fo 384 5
PEHEARRLIA T, HL25%00C 5 VR HII ] A5 s AE O
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2.1.2 MHEREGT

Bt A B A R A S 2R G REHI R 4
HepG2 WA HLiE R 51228 T M T, i N Ao
Z4 S50 2 1 (cell division cycle 2, Cdc2) Flfg R fk Cdc2
HHRIA BB G/M B . b, e R GT IR )
MR A A A PR 324 o, 5210 2R 148 B (protein ki-
nase B, Akt)/5 5 5% 5 S %% sk 1 Ak A - (signal trans-
ducer and activator of transcription, STAT ) {55518 %",
2.1.3 Mtz

AT 255 v 24 JEE D i B B R SR AT i A3 A A2
T A B OR UROS B AR PT B B 1 RN R DR Y
P2 A K i 5 89 5L B (nerve growth factor-
induced gene B, Nur77) , R A7 e & 1. AL
b Nur77 mw )i BT I 3 Loc- 855 98 1215 5 U 1-c-
Jun SR IG5 I e BERAR , 5] & LR AR A
HLAE R MIAZ B %) P9 J5 9 197 38 (endoplasmic
reticulum stress, ERS ) 15 207 {4 T BE fa - 5 2006 Pk A 40
R 2 5 (HAS T E AR, Nur 77 A2 —BEm) 7
THE AL, NI A BB 2 250 T 5L
2.2 fEEIEERELEY

B2 BRI (C=0) 4% 2 B REHT (R FITR ) A4 A%,
AN A Y o A5G w5 16 MR-, Ak R
BT 10~ 15 Z [ B 45, ARE AR DLt 9 A 2
WEFE AN , 7 oo B ANVRLFI R A0 45 242 il Fe 20 o I8 22 X b e
AT
2.2.1 AEZEWA

AE & LT ERZE 43 85 R AL G AR R e JER
Bei it i AR, AR S P 3 o BH BT PISK/AKt/IF 7L
314 76 0 A% $E 85 11 (mammalian target of rapamycin,
mTOR) | STAT3 {5 5t i , 25 Go/M 2 Jifa Ji 9 52+, i
A A B S 5™ A, 4 22 34 RE 7] 2 S 1
Hb [ AIG 356 T 42 @ 25 (M B 9 (matrix metalloproteinase-9,
MMP-9) | ML N Rz A= 4 PR e LAz R B 1 3R58 , A 850
il 983 21 il Hep G2 Ry 451 5181,
2.2.2 AR

MEARE JAARF I AER , % HepG2 . SMCC-
7721 \MHCCOTH 55 J1Ji 240 M ik Ji% Bt 08 325 A 410 1l 15
SRR TR ™ BFFT R, 5 AR 8 1 B IR e A
Jis e A7 | 2 T 15 P 48 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) 7K
S H B 20 Ak R 2 (B-cell lymphoma-2, Bel-2) #2345
K fiE i Bel-2 K X & [ (Bel-2 associated X protein,
Bax) 5 bt K4 A (caspase )-3 Wik , 175 5 A i 20 2k
PARIERF T, BEAk AR 4 B B A% b K7 8] 4% 4k
(epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) it & , F 1
MMP-2 \MMP-9 335 , A RO T 40 LI 7 | 1R 28 K
Jibge A K, FEFE R Y X EMT 3 #2 & 4% 40 il 4 FH——H.
PRI S ARTAL B , HepG2 A0 UG5 D8 55 , J 7% |
F HRZESIERRE T W TR RIS i — 4
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7N o A5 AN TR S R AR A R S S SRR L 5 NS G
il IEE S AR ) 183 2 U RNAL 263k, 45 44t il -9 40 il
=22 5B,
2.3 EHFIENBEELEY

2ol AR5 2P il 2k S W i o B R
By, HA A G5 B T 16 A B 2R, A 3N FRIR
S8 M BT R LA AR B T N R A (y - P R O
VO Z AT T AR N R 2 AR A Y T RE .
R 2 e 2 BRI 28 5 67 & AN [R] A5 2 P
AR o3 R N TR O NS O AR TR At
NEE A BENBESE . AR, 5T RO, BA Bbis
FE AR A E 2R A SRR EARAFENERZR
JHE N ERZE R ERDNERZE N3 N BRZE AE R AR
IR,
2.3.1 lavandiolide H

IS 28 LR U lavandiolide H 33 HepG2 41l fifd
7E Go/M I BELHE IF-A 0 240 B 0 1, 1 Bel-2 J5i g S 1]
I b VR 2 00 SR R R — W FR A AL Il 1 [poly (ADP-
ribose )polymerase-1, PARP-1]3 A%,
232 S ARFNEE

HART T AR TP PRI S R PSR A T BEAE
238 1 175 T caspase #4614 41 i 4 T2 1T ROS KA &
[y, caspase-3 . caspase-8 , caspase-9 Fll Bax i) #& ik 15 21 2
A BT 08 T Bel-2 (1 3235 3 AR, AT ik T
HepG2 il i A= "
2.3.3  KEARFNEE

FERTE G R AT 15 2 i 3 e A e il
WEE, TN EARE B EZAYNEESSY . R ER, BE
AR PN EE 1 R 9 PISK/AK {5538 B4 ) HepG2 2 i
AR,
2.3.4  ARAFENER

TR A IR AR 4 PN TR BB 852 i 38 B 2B G
R 32 AR 37 R AL R, Ik 20 JHE [ 0] A4 b o 1 5 2
TR 1 3R B AR 32 AR B AR S A3 BFsE R,
ARF N BEBEFH 1L HepG2 40 A9 A K, I fH HepG2 4H
MOBET ™, RV FH 5 AR I PN TR e R 40 24 o 1 K Ilg
Jed 20 Y 1) A A TR D452 BE TE oM B, I 3 3 Hep G2 41
MIBET G O ; HHL AT BB AT RS TR BERG I L6 {1
AL T2 1 (Bax .caspase-3 . caspase-8 . caspase-9 ) [l %
IR, [ e e AR A0 ] 240 B AE T 48 11 (A Bel-2) (19 354
K
2.3.5 EEALMNE

JiE 78 A% PN T 2 DA AR A SR Al vh o s AR B Ak &
Yo WFFE IR, T DGE b0 e A0 i ROS J842 1)
24 B4 JE 5 A AR B (mitogen-activated protein kinase,
MAPK ) A7 AN JH T A g™
2.3.6  bigelovin

bigelovin Jf& M E AL 1 73 2545 21 19— Fh A5 21 1

TEZEG; 2025475 36 4 31

B, WF 55 & PR, bigelovin BEWS A 44175 T HepG2 Fl SMMC-
TT21 AR R AR A T X — i B 2 i 1 {2 2F caspase-3
FPARP-1 (1) 24 >k SE LAY 5 [F] I, P Bl E 2L 0 261 T
AN /MR BRGS0, 4% 3B- 11 Beclin-1
DL iz Z 2455 8 1 p62 YR KT TUAH 1 R
2.3.7 narjatamolide

narjatamolide #& M\ H ¥ 43 2515 2 9465 4, X5 I
BEL-7402 4 jl HAHTHG AR AT, 2500 i MO v: ; 4t 5]
W R B %A S W RIS BEL-T402 20 i J4 1]
BELY T G/ MBI
2.3.8 /NAZNEE

/N3 N TR 2 DI 1 4 R R SRR — T o B e AU AS
A N ERZE R AR ™ BRI SR L /N 48 IR T
11175 5 HepG2 4l g 71 ROS A9 AE 1l , BHIKT L 40 it J&1 34 , 51
A ELE TR A R RO A
239 LN

LA R 2 B A 4 22 AR PR B R 4K
&Y. MET/NABNEE, %00 NERRA ST E
P AREEE AL R AR = RPL S Bt NBE#E
I REA A0 i 4 AU B 1 348 5 (thioredoxin reduc-
tase, TrxR) , Jf 30 11 175 S8 i 1k 41 A A6 T~ (immuno-
genic cell death, ICD) . K% 1. 5T WT, JH-i 20 A
TELOANERERTT , H ICD AH 00 A58 5 ROS 5
KB ERS A 5 5 [AlE, #046il ROS ] LAYk 55 1 250 A7 P g
SIS ERS, 17 B AR TrxR 35 4 ) 5 5.0 A1 RS-0
ERS AT HRIZACR , 3 [  Fsa A i i) A=
2.3.10 DMAMCL

DMAMCL & & .0 £7 N i B9 — 8 1 25 9 .
DMAMCL 7£ 3y 4 52 3 i @ VR R G, # o —Fbie
4 HET AW B KA N IR 95T . DMAMCL fig
AR ) e RS [R] Y A ] 9 553 P 240 s ) 3% P, 8 4 A
JEAE R AE Go/M BB, B 40 M i 2 28178 ) EMT, i
7738 22 410 ) PISK/Akt £ 538 A 7 ROS AE Ji, 55 4
Jagg Tt
2311 FAMRFE

F A M R B 2R R B IR ) B R 53 2 — , R
HepG2 il g3 58 H- 15 S04 T, UL 7T fig 5 774 ROS 4%
JOEH BRAEA  TexR TGHE T B (ZRLAAR I A5 i R S DNA
B b na A ™, IR AR EE B R R
3 2ok s/ 20 A% I F kB 410 il 2 1 o (nuclear factor
kappa B inhibitory protein alpha, IkB-o ) i R 1L , #1111l #%
A kB (nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-«kB) [ #% N 455 , F
FHAE A R AF DU E
2.3.12  scabertopinolide G

b JIR B oy B A5 B 7 AOET AL G W), A 44 O scaber-
topinolide A~G, H: |t scabertopinolide G X} HepG2.
Hep3B A& MCF-7 3 3 v A 2 210 A 15 5 1% 410 1) 0O e
i ", scabertopinolide G il i #2 5 ROS /K- | [AIK
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LR A LA, 1755 Hep3B 1 HepG2 M- 40 il & 4= A
W [, MAPK | Akt 5545 53 il REAE S S 14 -1 2
MUBET 3 AR P EOCHE A A
2.3.13 santamarine

santamarine f& 2 R I RN 53 Z — , HAE HepG2
2 e o e L D TR BT 1, S e S A
B KO S AR TS S IR IkB-o R AL
2 17 A ) B RE IR AL T F o 15 5 19 NF-kB 4% 7 1/ ; sant-
amarine i BE 38 2 B 1K 1% 220 R 705 17 o5 2 £ K 310 )
STAT3; [Al B, A AL B AL il 42 5 T santamarine A4 3T
JEAE T, 98 HE R R fili FH N- 2621 e 2 1 Pk B it 4
T santamarine 7 | 2 B 41 HEAE T NF-x B il &2 STAT3 i
PEBH BTSN
2.3.14 hemistepsin A

hemistepsin A /&R HEEY) Z — . hemistepsin
A I R — WA R VT B ST, E % A B
i SR I R, O R A T A R R,
hemistepsin A il 131755 STAT3 1 Y705 £ R 2 1k g5
FREAREA T 0 20 M 25 P A U
2.3.15 HHE

G HE 2 A He v 23 B A5 3 0 DU 2 N T
e A, w H52 585 & ERS [y, HAR P T4 H]
5 ERS BB AH G, BLARHLE I K38 in % s TG IR+ 4
(activating transcription factor 4, ATF4) A% , 1 3%
R RNA FE A J5T 00 330 it/ A% B3R S 1 [A] -1~/ ATF 4
3 [ MR CHOP & 14 S ERS i F21
2.3.16 artemiprincepsolides A

MOBEE A AR A5 b &Y, v 44 N ar-
temiprincepsolides A~F, H: H' artemiprincepsolides A X
HepG2 . Huh7 FI SK-Hep-1 Ji-i 20 Jfd ik 2% B0 1 tob 25 1) 240
Moz, LT 5 BT IR SR Je AH Y ; artemiprincep-
solides A i it} R fb Cde2 £ 1 AL IR 40 SR R B1 2R
K, 22 700 et AR M b 40 71 240 PR S E AR AR 28, O I 3
%S HepG2 40 M BHAE 7 Go/M HH ;3 5 F 3 Bel-2 22351
19 Bax RiBiE R AT T
2.3.17 carpespene A

MEER R 240K @ AR e M R 44005 43 25 10 Fogn
352105 (v 44 M carpespene A~1J) Iz 8 Fh BV LS4,
m carpespene A J& % FF i 1L JC A Y eudesmanolide U £
25 NTEE . 5T R, carpespene A i i filt & i 8 ROS
FUE 155 HepG2 - 40 M 0 1, [s] sk 4 il 40 1w dE ]
HiR T ROS X HepG2 41 s 40 s A A
24 BIFEEENED

F 2P B B SR L 45, 39 1A SRRy
HA(—OH) , H'E eI BA 16 Mk 7451 . Hrb i
UL 7S KA e il Ay 4 G W e RS A AU | = B
JUREAREE B R A A T G 45
AR AREE . 2P ARBER 43+ CisHaO, it
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R-ABEREER 73 T 3N CoHaO, XS &
P (A 15 M) At B BE (s Ems 2 5 b &
A I ANEEFRIE) 2 Lo M- A AU A 5 AR
PRI — @ YU ETEE
241 - A A e

FEAEABEAFAE T AL B & 75 BRTh S Ag i p
A T TGRS P AR 5 A AR AR v G- 4 A B
W & PAE R 5 T 40 L (HepG2/C3A ) i HAT #8500 o
UG E R RB B AL R, (H R 8 1 5% e 4R 1A B
A7, AN M R D10 T G By B, 2 1 400 1 40 A 44 4 -

fih R AL T AR
242 PR
MEFEAR | IEER LA FARRZERRUTZA

Pt o0 A9 SMMC-7721 F1 LM 4 fifd J& 3 BH 7 T
G IR 5 R T, BEVE FHMLTZ 4§ MAPK
SHREEFN 20 LA DR R SRR R AL, AT TR A0 A Y
NF-«kB p65 M H @i b X Rk i SE i EH . X
— S A R BELT T DA 4 2 1 A2 44 20 41 B A% P 3
B SRR A, DRI 40 T 4 0 1 8 A RN 4 24
%= 55 1 AH MR AR A e R BE T ™

R ER 22 LTS R A, A8 i 2505 1 mT LA R
il 9 E) A2 R, 0 LA R ) AN [R] B B R TR I T AE
FH Il 4 s b A A R T R Ry S v AR RS
SETIRE I 1 40 B RG5O T A 2 FhIR R A L
TR . X SEHLH] B M = R A

(1)PIBK/Akt/mTOR (55 % . (5 F# MK 1217
AT, S S5 EEN AR A TR g
TV BRI HE B A 2 AR, UG A AL 22 LA K 2%
ART N ERE R AR EELEE-3, 4, 5- —BERR 1 A= WL,
PR F Akt BERR AL , B 22 2 R/ 95 TR B U, A
T ol e 2 A A A K R 28

(2)NF-kB {5 53 % . NF-xB 1E N 1 54 5% [N
5, AL PR 2 B BE R ROk R A 2E AN, AN
b IH B 2% 1 santamarine 18 13 U 2D 1xB- o i 12 Ak , 310 4]
NF-kB [ 4% N , DT 8 20400l -9 4 AR 4

()RiRIEAT . LRARTEIA AN LAY ROS A= Bl
TAF A T O M 0, 15 40 RN 20 i v Y
LRARTESS T RE LA FE 22 5, Q048 AR Tl | scaber-
topinolide G Lk B -6 A1 U & #4A FH J ( A5 98
i B 2% 7 5% B S8 AR 7 B B, AT 75 S R AR T
[V

Hil, ZM e A e e e RRE 24
YIRS R, EN UM PR PiEEE
TRYT SR B T, HATA B SRR & . B
HI [F]— R WA 2L (I 98 85k 7843, (B TR R R A 2f
il P DI 2 S o (AR AR . Aok, R b2k
RPN B M B PR 259 IR T 2 1
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