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Research progress on mechanism of antidepressant action of curcumin

ZHOU lJianping', XI Yuting’, FU Hao',ZHOU Ce' (1. Dept. of Anorectology, Hospital of Chengdu University of
Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu 610072, China; 2. Dept. of Anorectology, Zigong Hospital of
Traditional Chinese Medicine, Sichuan Zigong 643010, China)

ABSTRACT Curcumin is a natural yellow pigment, a natural phenolic antioxidant extracted from the rhizomes of Curcuma longa
and Curcumae Rhizoma of the ginger family, with anti-inflammatory, anti-tumor and antioxidant properties. In recent years, it has
been found that curcumin also has good antidepressant properties, and it is considered a safe and effective antidepressant potential
drug. The mechanism of curcumin’s antidepressant efficacy mainly includes regulating neurotransmitters, modulating the
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, regulating brain-derived neurotrophic factor, inhibiting neuroinflammation, inhibiting oxidative
stress, and regulating gut microbiota, etc., and there is an overlapping and synergistic therapeutic effect of the above mechanisms.
At present, the antidepressant mechanism of curcumin is still not fully understood, and will be combined with multi-omics
technology, new formulation technology, and clinical trials to obtain further breakthroughs in the future.

KEYWORDS curcumin; depression; neurotransmitter; inflammatory response; oxidative stress; mechanism

VAR 2 — Pl R UL R SRRSO, MRYEZ Y, 0708 CoHaOs (1 1) o HAT, Bk 1)
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PERUPBA A, WA S AT DR B RIS g e PRI T 450, S8 SR 00 £ 5B )

o S SRR ARG ANIICIE iy ) g v e, AR BT T 2 RO
A R4 A ZBPHE Y AR ZE R B BUS 2, SRy N FAE) BES LKA

AEETHE HEARP RS CFER%ELO T H No.
82305250) ; U114 F AR FIA 54215 H (No.2022NSFSC1418)

* E—1EE W LWTT A . BT 1)« b B 24 B A T e 1 i
RS HERIFE . E-mail:jking998@126.com

# BB FIREIR, LI . BFSE Dy 1« P EE 25 A AT OCH, OCHs
PR I A 5 HERLIFSY . B-mail: 5616@cdutem.edu.cn 1 EEBZMNFEH

HEZG 2025 4R 36 4557 9 ) China Pharmacy 2025 Vol. 36 No.9 -« 1147 -



1 HIEBEERY TR EEHLH

P E A2 — b S0 2 BREAC Y ™ FORS PRSP0
S T BEAL A 45 « SR 2 A 2 08 SR A2 A
Ui HPA JUiE AT 5 4t PR (B i, S A B B 0 i -
e At e A . SRR AHRE
K5 KMk v 5-32 €6 i (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) Fl1
F U F IR & (norepinephrine, NE ) 7E 28 fif [B] i %) ¢ F&
AERT B3 248 X6 AN F2 T 5 S50 A 0y A AAORS #oft 4% 2) AfLC BEL T
RERY TR T AHOC™; HLARAE B LT MU= 9% 57
D R i IR 2 A8 S5 8 5 RIS RE 19 s A O™, kb, [ A
AT R, MU PR 2 B B 7 1 - B0 B Al 1 T
W BERRAR, 205 | R AP E SAE , B 25| e £ R
WA B NAAT BT B, 18 R A 2 TR
RN 53 | TRE DI RE O 45 1 5 HARE 1) A s 4% VDA
KO TR R, RRRTE S R AR AR
fiE 55\ DNA 437K - e 728 45 A 5 AR AT 1Y & 9 A
KN YRS A ARAE A BEAIL R AR 2 L H R
SEA WY, JLIE RS T 8 i R 8 24—
2 EEZRPUNERIERILE
2.1 FTHEER

TARAE 1) 05 55 A 2838 0T i) R Tl LA B DD K &R
i 5% & B, A AU B 45 {6 B (monoamine oxidase A,
MAOA ) ZZ 15 RG-S il P9 Ul e 2288 J57 5-HT \NE /K
B ARG SV AE A9 = 5 B A 5 11T MAOA 8 1] 43+
5-HT .NE £ [}l (dopamine , DA ) , S EUh 2 A5 PR
G, DRI ARG fh B A5 2000 1 A SR AR YT
HAHREZ/ER", 5-HT NE.DA [ Fik7KF B INAREE
MG FE S H 455, Abd-Rabo 5558 & B, 22
B R Al i R SRR A 2 R 5-HT e 32 - mRNA
FK LT P8 MAOA mRNA ik 2 55 25 9 SRR
i i 5-HT & 1, i R FEBUAMARYE - o Ha T UL, 2%
R A e — A AR 5-HT 187575 . Pan 5T &
L, 2R AT AW ATl R AR /N BRI 1 )2 A Hy A
FAY) 5-HT A NE KF- 2. 25§25 . MAOA i T . A
L e ) 22 v AT A AT DN Bl e ) 5 i P
A3 BTk B, DI S A AR AR o A e — 2R
Y FE B AR M AL AT 5-HT SEEBTIAR R VE ML, Li 46
AT T AHOCHIFSY , 45 R e 22 B R AT AE W15 5-HT 1Y
YEFI AT BB PRIR 2 (cyclic adenosine monophosphate,
cAMP )/ 4 #4 i} A (protein kinase A , PKA )/ FR 1L 31
IR W2 1 2 T F 45 A & [ (phosphorylation cAMP-
response element binding protein, p-CREB)/BDNF {5 5
AT SRS SR IR PR R K2 b T
B 238 T () AR A T 20T A s T ) 7 AR 4% I
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25 S OREIVE T s At , ol T2 R AR R AR, e
X R 28 28 G0 T 1) S B T o ViR R RVE PSR i AN WA
PRI b 5 5 B 205 T 4 245 AR 30 0 A B A 22 8 AR AL
TSR IR E
2.2 FETTHPA

WF5E & 3, HPA 11 3006 PN I sl 2 e A A
BRI RIS HBL, DI 5 EAE B 1 I e BsaR Be ik
# 2 (corticotropin releasing hormone, CRH) i) ¢ i ,
P A HT B R B BT ER (adrenocorticotropic
hormone, ACTH) , 5 | 2 5 JE i1 28 2R 45 114 25 A1 34U i
HE T BOE AR R op Bz 57 B K7 R B4 i ACTH
HTCRH BE 7 | AL A #1175 28 B el A8 4 H 3 HPA 11
BRI W B BT IR A2 A 1 B R AR KT IR
T B X TP T 14 2% TS BE AR 23 A7 s , DT 171 5
B RAL” HPA 22Uk, W5 i 5 5-HT REE R e 2
PRI e 1 B BB/ K T 1 T B, & 2l 2875 3R IR 1Rk K
SRRA, DT Ao A5 T i 22 oA |, I 2 T UM AE 1)
RAEM,

W58 A BN, 22 B3R AT REAIRAAR A B Ay I T4 e o i
FIK Wk 5 HRE T X HPA A 3R FH DA v o e
Zou R BRI TER", Afzal F'5E I, 28 K 0T
T TS HPA FAI R OB ER B BT K- | R AR G181
SR N TR BRI AR A D, % T2 WA R el s,
SEAFTE RV 22 0 RO AN W] TR N K (chronic
unpredictable mild stress, CUMS) B K B T RS54 |
ACTH ¥ Ji2 1 .92 D) R 1 52 M S 30 v A B, 5 1E 5 % R
ZH P A, CUMS 4 KBRS 1 i B Joie I b 398 J5E 4 o 22
4, M3 H ACTH & = B 3 &7 5 T 22w R4l R U
- RRESH AR AR T 05 T ACTH & s I I, 31X
PR ZEHE O] REE LR HPA ZAEBUMARER . $A10,
HPA JA#2 B MR 22 S PEROR , BRI 2 228 IR
() B (AR B | v B B o B8 ) AR 1) 4 S 9 o
2.3 1§75 BDNF

WFFE K 3, BDNF (/KPS HIAE i) & A K )
FHC, FEAIK BDNF 7K F- 1] - B0 5C Al DX I i 28 0 58
fih By T SR RRARG , 0 M5 2 R SR, B 2 B AR
FER KA, MOCHEST & IR, 228 K nl i ad [ BDNF
AT E R A5 R B 1 B RR AL AKCY | B m A
T HA R JE P2 IC I S MRS AR A oA A, 22
BRI R B 2 A B, A CUMS i S 14
ST T, SR IEHE SRR R B IR B R RS Y
o B, 22 B0 ER AT IR R I Rl 28 o S AR E R
F R BROER AR R N 225 TR 45 5 B 1 (cAMP-response
element binding protein, CREB) .BDNF ) mRNA & %
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IR 25 T AW R e A T PR 20 B A
S URD AR B E TR R AR A E L AT RE S A
T I R TR KPR 28 T S DL B TR A G

Ry itk —20 B 22 ¥ R JH 1T BDNF KA AL AL
Zhang S HRGY T 208 BRI S D BRAT A TR
T 22 24 )T A0 2 1R S 508 1 T (extracel -
lular signal-regulated kinase, ERK) {55 51 [ "' BDNF
FIRM P AEBNARVE . IZSE g4 3R], R i
T ERK @21k , TG 58 A5 1= 4% f BDNF Ay 235 , HETM
S 5% /NRBPUAER . E&B R LM, LR
P AR L R AT R M FL A ) B iR R AR R M
(mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR) {5 5l J -5,
FLRERS 2 300 wmol/L B Jit B 75 45 17 ) N I e 22
R 240 96 200 R P A7 0 2, IR A M A8, i v B o 95
193440 i v BDNF B2 ft mTOR (p-mTOR ) B B2 b 4% 4k
14 S6 25 [ IR fK ERK (p-ERK) 28 fil 2 11 1 7K
RRARR UL B 2 3 T A, DA 7 A PR AR A o
FH AT L, 228 3R AT peid ok R B R I 2 R
53 PR AL R T AR W A S XS AT R 2 X, A
IR FEORAP I 28 B AR g £ L (0 B FT sk = LAl AH
M XIS o
2.4 HDHIFRERIE

TS5 H X fh 28 28 G SE S 2 DIAR G, HA K/
JI52 Tt 240 1T 2 2 it 240 25 T X S 240 i A K Toll B
Z /A& (Toll-like receptor, TLR) HINOD ££3Z {4 F4 (NOD-
like receptor protein, NLRP) %5 4 iE /1 ™, PG W5 UE
S, 220 E AT AL 0TS A S AR (post-stroke depres-
sion, PSD) K il i} & cAMP/PKA {5 53l i, 41l PSD K
BRUVE B S8 RE S I, T e LT H 41 219 cAMP ., CREB
BDNF % it , BRI E AL A - o (tumor necrosis factor-
o, TNF-a) . FH 40 i/ & 1B (interleukin-18, IL-18) 7% &,
OB E L BUR A (i E ph 28 T N L A i 58 B
BRI, AT & ¥ T 2% BT PSDVE ™, TLR4/#% A ¥ «B
(nuclear factor-kB, NF-kB) {2 £ L 58 JiF 38 6 , 7E A0 A
SE R TR A EEAEA, R R, 2R
S /0N BRUIAR 5 AN B 5 41 B H TLR4/NF-B {5 538
B, R IL-6 . IL-1B 1 TNF-o B 3235 , DT 4 i 4
ZEHRAE  IRGEAMARREAR 5 (AT, iZ 0 58t AR /1N B HPA
BTk B G, o i NLRP3 A 5 IL-18 i, 334
PR GRERFEE R 22 B A A — i AR

Yang ™ 9% % 1k 4 K A F B, (transforming
growth factor-Bi, TGF-B.) fE MU A 2 # R (KRR LW RN
F R, P BT RE R T A2 ) BT o A &
BLR, e PR DU S 22 ¥ 25 AT 38 2 00 TGF-B., 38 9w 1R 1k

TEZEG; 202545 36 55 9 1)

Smad3 (p-Smad3)/Smad3 FNTER {75 5 8 15 K+ 1 (silence
information regulator 1, SIRT1) A2k, |74 BDNF FIiK
T 4T i R 2208 3R IR - (glial cell line-derived neuro-
trophic factor, GDNF ), | I#i55 58— & L & & i (indu-
cible nitric oxide synthase,iNOS) 1 TNF-a %35 , DT 5
IHTIVARVE ] . Wang S5\ R 415 B 738 8 S A 1Y
P28 50E 5 PSD [ #E 25 UIAHOC , /INiE BT 4 A Ca™ 2% 3
BRI S X6 1 28 9 E IR A B B TR 5 PG g 2XT7 2 14
(purinergic 2X7 receptor, P2X7R) J& Ca™ PN i Al i &2
—, FEAER SR M b 3k, 40 Ah ATP 2ok 0
P2XT7R 7] 155 NLRP3 S A /] A 2 25 A 40 i PR 1R
1M 22 8% R A 05 18 1 248 P2XTR A5 19 /0N Jie Jo 441 it v
Ca” PR BRI A 28 AT , WIS ARYEIR . Rubab
SR RE 22 T T K BT AR AN AR SRR AR 4
BRI VR RV RIBTIAR IS, 45 5 R 0L, fh 42
EEVELR SATO)EN e AN i N A
i A 2 20 R B 1 1k NF-kB (p-NF-kB) , TNF-o FlIER
AAME2MRE . BRI, 28R C PRl
axb U /0 B T 240 L B AR 4 240 L PR 1) 26 58 R PR BT AR
YEHI™, 2R RBUINERRIPTRALE DL 2,

/ sux
fo ca L6

Ca

o o P2X7R .

° ].
‘:gwg .

NLRP3/)MA

—> {2
— 30 NF-xB

B2 =FHZRFUIDERRIFTAALH

2.5 HMHIEAL R

S R A TR P A 5 B S AR FH R A Y —
RS, B F h R 505 P 44 (reactive oxygen species,
ROS) iR Z , 2B M aetiti . Mk
W, AR AT R R BUMARAE K A B R Ak
o7 RIS 5 ) S SR A AE T R R AR i 22 B R
D TR R KR A LA 7 A S S ORI T A
LU B T — IR XRE PR e A DT AR (1Y)
BEALGT B0 45 2R R, 5 2R A AL, 2 R A R
R IARFR EE 1S 3 0 2 e, H S PTEARAS A e
ki E ALY I (glutathione peroxidase , GPX) i PE I HE &
Ak Wy 15 4k B (superoxide dismutase, SOD) 7 1 i & Tt
e A, 22 E AT R AR K R AR ) R
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L CAL X AANE K F AR R A 2o 1 5 i iskas
T H A B SIS 28 R W 7, 22 8 2R REHG R S Ml DI RE L [
i miR-146a-5p 7K F , 2 5 p-ERK /K-, 3% v] fig 2 Hopp i
ABVE R A S EEAIL

¥ %% S R 41 & 2 M1 ¢ I F 2 (nuclear factor-
erythroid 2-related factor 2, Nrf2) /b —Fh i S K-, %
SN K R U, T3 Ao 5 A A% A AL A Y T
{f (antioxidant response element, ARE ) 255 K 47 40 iy,
TR AR ST AU AL PR 7 57 s N2 5 ARE 4B
S ILE S5 T A NSRRI RN, BRIy
IR A, VR AR AL I T | A Y AR R A TR
Y, 228K 0TI Nrf2/ ARE {55530 %, 38 0 5% i S0
TR IR AN ABIE F N ——2: 22 B R T 1l 5 19 K Bl Kelch
Ff PR 454 TN ot A 56 2K 11 1 (Kelch-like epichlorohydrin-
associated protein 1, keapl) 7K 3B & A , Nrf2 | 1. 41
Z N4 1 (heme oxygenase-1, HO-1) 5 [ /KB & 7
i, B 22 3 R S AR U VT A T IR AE 2 5 5
A, F BT L R B ) 2 A 5 A0 LIRS B
M AR N R AR ROS N 8% (malondialdehyde,
MDA ) /K °F- B i F& A% , SOD F1 4% bt H ik (glutathione,
GSH) /K FEHB THE" . Liao %™k L, 22 8 K REA RUFF
AR S IO b 32 0 10355 AR P A MR8 — A PR A IR 4
AL 1 2. 4- 75 3& T- M5 8 (4-hydroxynonenal,, 4-HNE) Fl1
MDA I [ FRIR KT, 3 i i A Ak & (catalase , CAT)
T PE 30 CUMS 755 ) Nrf2/ARE {5538 B 0E , 1
it S AL A4 Ui 1 R HO-1 (1 mRNA ik, i iff— 2548
15 p-CREB/CREB F15¢ il A 5 £ 11 (BDNF | % fil i 247
X 95 R fil 2% ) 1) L8], 2F 1T 2% S AR AR IR 25 . Moradi
Vastegani %™ & B, 22 8 2 BE IR &1 i 4 41 b GPX ., SOD
AP, B MDA YR BE , TS VAR R . Moradi 55
TEPR Y 22 0 2238 3 1815 12 9% 20 B DX~ AR A1 7 ke ek
H 5I BE B F 1 IE BRS SE B T R P, R
A 2 9 T b A A MR RS W (SOD L GSH
MDA 45 ) 7KV AT A AR AEAR

FEH R PUIMAR 0 S A B BOL I DL 3. HUE, B i
A B2 3 o ST i 28 A W JBORE I s AR 40 ) F 9 45 2R
IEAR—3, HZE R AR AFRA A TR B, v 75
B PSR e ¢ S AN
2.6 FFHERER

5T 2, IABAE 55 A4 R 18 G2k W 35 VAR G,
TEHEY T LA 2 (M3 D) Nl (R ) e
RECABE ) AR, 5 RAHEA 0 R R, T
A= I - - G il R A ] S A7 R SR A, O 2K Bl
o RN I AR, 22 0 AR N HAR ) 3 5 i fi 1
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Nox2: idb J5 TR A e I ISE RS — A% 1 PR W R L 1L I 2 (reduced nico-
tinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate oxidase 2) .

B3 E=HZHINEBE SR HALE

TR, 5 M T TR A A BRI AT 7 AR 2 FOAS [ Y
MG —REWR LB B R RN R
[ T TR AT LR A 7 AR TS AR ) . ISR
T W A7 S RO R e 28 2R G 0 A 2 BRI B A ) 3
KM 5 2 H5 FE 0T A R ME B R £ (dextran sulfate sodium
salt, DSS)i75 5 1 £E e AL/ N ER A el E L 25 R o
2R AT VR AR 1) T TR AR AR A /)
BRURTAR T B2 J2 ) Bl R IR IR BGE , 22 1T 98 DSS 15 S/ /1
A IEREAT ™, SR m 2 TR IAR K BUA 25 3t
WS B IR A VR A A SRS AU 7T 1] B K T e A
XPE R T E Y AR SRR Y R R X ) Bk
e P S 5= A A B i 1 T ) 5 M S v R B, T T
2H K B T8 R A At S B G, L R R T 1Y
AR 5 B I 2 AT, TR T AT 5 RDSUBE AT B LR AT TR
SRR 5 B L T S LR IR R W B i i
AWy 22 5 1 HPA JUHE, Ti#h 78 SUSC T RE 4 IE HPA,,
N2 e 4522 8 22 AR FH o
3 L5iE

PIARARE & —Fh 1Pk 2 & RS i B , LA %
ABAE LIS, LEBEENEGE 2R, 250
5T R W IL B PUImARYE AT . I 32 238 o 1 5 i 2838
Jt 8745 HPA 35 BDNF 400 il 41 25 52 G 400 1) 4 A B2
LA RS B A A 2 M e AR, B B bl
(A AEAR B A Z I . H AT, 228 RAE N HTmAD
YR SEAT AL TR B , IR 4305 Jms R T4 Ak
VLA R SRR i 22 RO TIE BE A . ROk
R LG LU I T « (1) ad 224 2= R (A
s A A 27 ) AT BT 22 85 2R I 2 iR AR IR P HIL
455 RNA PR DL R s d 2 Ui, o i 22 B0 R
fRT A DG R R R 1 s R - 3Rk L (2) BRI
VAR, S EOLAEY R AR, 75 BRIt sE b, 258
RARSP S A RO B i TR, HBLA Segrh 2208
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UL 22 SR, IR BETT 0 AL s R ol 7], DA 4

TH R B LR YR T EE TR SR [ e, ] 5] A KK

PRI IR K. H AT C A BETOR IR BT 28 K 24 AE

FE AR AR R A A A B B R T 1.96~2.48

AR B = RGRIGE— 255 . (3)— T Meta 73

Br e W] 22 B 3O BT AR A8 AR IR AL, AR

i 32 MG, AE A T T Ji RS BE AL B, AT

it 22 B B AR A [ 2 RUMARAE S35 v BT R0 % e

(4) 5 Ja b T R R 2 0 R 5 HAb BT AR 67 J7 %8 (AL

PG ST SR GG ) BOIRE NIV T o AR AR R BT ST

o BETE N BT A S AR R 2R 2 R R AR

PRiC AR AR 27 S5 RO E— AP i e # A, W 2B R

UM R £33 28 LA WE AR BES 2 | B AATIAE 8

BRI RS 7R, B B AR TR i
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