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Current management status of Chinese herbal pieces in China’s national healthcare security drug catalog
ZHANG Chunmei', TANG Liyan', WANG Xiaoyu', WANG Xingyu®, LIU Jingjing', LI Qingmiao' (1. Sichuan-
Chongqing Joint Key Laboratory of Innovation of New Drugs of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Sichuan
Academy of Chinese Medicine Sciences, Chengdu 610041, China; 2. Sichuan Provincial Healthcare Security
Administration, Chengdu 610017, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To provide references for further improving the management level of Chinese herbal pieces covered
by the healthcare security drug catalog (hereinafter referred to as “healthcare security covered Chinese herbal pieces”). METHODS
Policy documents related to healthcare security covered Chinese herbal pieces were retrieved from official websites of National
Healthcare Security Administration and medical insurance bureaus of various provinces (autonomous regions, municipalities directly
under the central government). Using text analysis, the current management status of healthcare security covered Chinese herbal
pieces in various provinces was analyzed from two dimensions: management regulations and catalog formats. RESULTS In terms
of the management regulations for healthcare security covered Chinese herbal pieces, some provinces implemented both national
and provincial standards for Chinese herbal pieces, while a small number of provinces adopted national standards alongside their
own provincial standards. Regarding the payment categories of healthcare security covered Chinese herbal pieces, most were
classified as category A, though some provinces managed them as category B, and others included both categories A and B or
category C. In terms of applicants, there were three kinds: only medical institutions, only herbal piece enterprises, or both medical
institutions and herbal piece enterprises being allowed to apply. During the application process, some provinces required preliminary
evaluations by local healthcare security departments with recommended lists submitted, while some provinces omitted preliminary
evaluations and relied solely on unified evaluation by provincial healthcare security departments. Regarding the methods for catalog
formulation and adjustment, there was little variation among the provinces. In terms of the catalog format for healthcare security
covered Chinese herbal pieces, some provinces had supplemented the catalog fields based on the national medical insurance catalog.
In contrast, some provinces had relatively simple catalogs.
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the catalog of healthcare security covered Chinese herbal pieces. However, there is still a great necessity to develop targeted and

adaptable management clauses based on local conditions and the characteristics of Chinese herbal pieces. The content and format of

healthcare security drug catalog of Chinese herbal pieces should be improved; in addition, continuous tracking of the latest

management policies is also essential to improve the accuracy and operability of formulated catalog.
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