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Analysis of dilemmas and recommendations for value assessment of antitumor combination therapies
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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To systematically identify the dilemmas in value assessment of antitumor combination therapies, and
to provide evidence for health insurance coverage, drug pricing, and clinical decision-making. METHODS The concept of “surplus
value space” was introduced to construct a value assessment framework, under which the dilemmas in three assessment scenarios
were analyzed. Optimization recommendations were proposed by drawing on international research addressing similar challenges.
RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS The core dilemma of value assessment for antitumor combination therapies lies in insufficient
surplus value space. When the cost of the backbone therapy exceeds its corresponding health value, the add-on drug encounters a
“free but uneconomical” problem. Existing international value assessment methods have limitations such as flawed evaluation
frameworks, difficulty in operationalizing the quality-adjusted life year allocation framework, and frequent occurrence of the “free
but uneconomical” problem, rendering them inadequate for the complex scenarios of antitumor combination therapies. To address
these dilemmas, strategies such as adjusting payment thresholds, exploring discounted pricing, conducting multi-product linkage
negotiations, and delaying insurance access are recommended to improve the rationality and feasibility of value assessment for
antitumor combination therapies.
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