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Research on Distribution and Development Strategy of Retail Drugstores in China
WU Jin(Zhejiang Pharmaceutical College, Zhejiang Ningbo 315100, China)

ABSTRACT OBIECTIVE: To provide reference for the development of drug retail trading. METHODS: The distribution of retail
drugstores and the causes of irrational distribution were summarized and analyzed with comparison method. The experiences of Eu-
rope and America about distribution management of retail drugstores were interpreted, and some suggestions were put forward for
reasonable distribution of retail drugstores in China. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: The number of retail drugstores has increased
by 20 000 per year in China during 2006 —2009, while increased by 2 001 during Jan.—Jun. 2012. The distribution of retail drug-
stores are quite uneven. The irrational reasons of retail drugstores in China are the poor actual effect and the lack of legitimacy of
the distance adjustment method, the poor operability and flexibility of the population density adjustment method, and the market
regulation method’ s uncontrollability and lagging. The systems to set up drugstores are different among member states of Europe;
in some countries, geography and population distribution are regarded as the standard; in other countries, the establishment of drug-
stores is adjusted according to license system. Retail drugstores are supervised and managed by state board of directors in America.
The retail drugstores’ distribution should abide by market regulation first and government intervention second in our country. It also
should improve the supervision and management of drug retail market.
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Fig 1 The number of retail drugstores in China from 2006
to Jun. 2012
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Fig 2 The distribution densities of retail drugstores in some

cities in China
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resentative provinces and cities in China
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