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Survey about the Pregnancy Risk by Misuse of Oral Retinoic Acid Agents in Women of Childbearing Age
from Zigong Area in Sichuan
WANG Zhong-shu, HU Hai-bo, XIAO Yi(Zigong Fourth People’s Hospital, Sichuan Zigong 643000, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To understand the pregnancy risk by misuse of oral retinoic acid agents in women of childbearing age
from Zigong area in Sichuan. METHODS: 50 representative retail drugstores (30 drugstores in Zigong city, 10 in Fushun county,
10 hospitals in Rong county) were selected for drugstores investigation and 16 hospitals (10 hospitals in Zigong county, 3 in Fush-
un county, 3 in Rong county) were chosen to conduct hospital investigation. RESULTS: 12 drugstores had sales of oral retinoic ac-
id drugs (8 drugstores in Zigong city, 4 in Fushun county), but none of the pharmacist warned patient about pregnancy risk. 4 hos-
pitals (3 hospitals in Zigong city, 1 in Fushun county) had sales of oral retinoic acid drug, in which 8 dermatologists were sur-
veyed and only 1 physician did not warn patient about pregnancy risk. CONCLUSIONS: There are high misuse risks of oral retino-
ic acid drugs in drugstores from Zigong area but low misuse risk in the hospitals. Health administrative department should adopted
active measures to reduce pregnancy risk induced by misuse of retinoic acid drugs in women of childbearing age

KEY WORDS Retinoic acid drugs; Pregnancy risk; Misuse
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