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Study on the Availability and Price Pediatric Essential Medicines in Retail Pharmacies in Shaanxi Province
Using WHO/HAI Methodology

WANG Xiao, YANG Shi-min, FANG Yu,JIANG Ming-huan, WU Li—na(Dept. of Pharmaceutical Administration
and Clinical Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy, Health Science Center, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710061,
China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To provide reference for the introduction of pediatric essential medicines list and improvement of pedi-
atric medicines use in China. METHODS: 28 kinds of pediatric essential medicines were investigated in 60 retail pharmacies from
6 cities of Shaanxi province in 2012 by using WHO/HALI standardized survey methodology. The retail prices and international refer-
ence prices was compared. RESULTS: The availability of pediatric essential medicines in retail pharmacies of Shaanxi province was
very low; retail price of originator brand was much higher than international reference price; pediatric medicines had good afford-
ability. CONCLUSIONS: It is suggested to approve pediatric essential medicine list in China; develop suitable dosage form, speci-

fication and packaging for children; encourage retail pharmacies to purchase and sale essential medicines.
KEYWORDS Retail pharmacy; Pediatric essential medicines; Availability; Price; Affordability
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Study on the Availability and Price of Pediatric Essential Medicines in Public Hospitals in Shaanxi Prov-
ince Using WHO/HAI Methodology

WANG Xiao, YANG Shi-min, FANG Yu, JIANG Ming-huan, WU Li—na(Department of Pharmacy Administration
and Clinical Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy, Health Science Center, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710061,
China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To analyze the availability of pediatric essential medicines in public hospitals in Shaanxi Province,
and to study the difference between procurement and retail prices and international reference prices in public hospital. METHODS:
By using WHO/HALI standard survey methods, 28 kinds of pediatric essential medicines were investigated in 60 public hospitals
from 6 cities of Shaanxi province in 2012. The purchase and retail price of medicines in public hospital were compared with inter-
national reference price. RESULTS: Pediatric medicines had very low availability in public hospitals; purchase and retail price of
originator brand was far higher than international reference price; the price mark-up of lowest priced generic drugs was in high lev-
el; the affordability of pediatric medicines is good. CONCLUSIONS: The government should approve a list of essential medicines
for children; drug manufacturers should develop new drug dosage form, specification and packaging suitable for children; public
hospitals should take account of pediatric medicines in the process of medicine procurement.

KEYWORDS Public hospital; Pediatric essential medicines; Availability; Price; Affordability
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