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Change of Material Base of Rheum palmatum before and after Processing
HU Yong-shu(Dept.of Pharmacy, The Sixth People’s Hospital,Chengdu 610051, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To probe into the change regularity of material base for different specifications of Rheum palmatum
decoction pieces before and after processing. METHODS: R. palmatum, prepared R. palmatum with wine, prepared R. palmatum,
charred R. palmatum and other processed preparation were preparation respectively; loss on drying, the contents of acid insoluble
components, total ash content and extract in different processed R. palmatum products were all determined by TLC. Also, the con-
tents of tannin and anthraquinone were determined. RESULTS: It was similar that the contents of total ash and acid insoluble com-
ponents in R. palmatum, prepared R. palmatum with wine, prepared R. palmatum, charred R. palmatum; no obvious change was
found in the loss on drying and the content of extract from prepared R. pal/matum with wine and prepared R. palmatum; the loss on
drying and the content of extract from charred R. palmatum decreased significantly. The contents of tannin and anthraquinone in R.
palmatum before and after processing had changes, which were related with the density of process technology. The content of free
anthraquinone in prepared R. palmatum was the most, and the content of anthraquinone in R. palmatum was the most. CONCLU-
SIONS: Tannin and anthraquinone were the material base for purgation and fever relief. The research on the changes of material
base for different processed products can provide reference for the quality identification of different processed products.
KEYWORDS Rheum palmatum; Process; Material base; Change
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