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Study on the Financing Structure of Essential Medicines in China
XU Wei, LI Meng-jiao, CAO Jing-jing, LI Jing(School of International Pharmaceutical Business, China Pharma-
ceutical University, Nanjing 211198, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To provide reference for the design of independent financing structure of essential medicines by com-
paring the capacity of personal, health care and finance, and dividing financing range of essential medicines based on the total
amount of essential medicine financing for disease demands. METHODS: The study estimated the range of medicare funding for es-
sential medicines through the current medicare reimbursement levels and fund balances case, using 183.65 billion yuan as financing
standard. WHO/HAI method was adopted to estimate the individual financing upper limit of essential medicine. Based on the above
research, the affordability of financial assistance to essential medicines funding was evaluated according to national financial reve-
nue and expenditure. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: For the independent financing of essential medicines, individual contributions
should be based on a maximum of 34.343 billion yuan, health care and financial contribution ranges are 67.367 - 102.882 billion yu-
an and 46.425-81.94 billion yuan. Considering about the fairness, recommended financing of essential medicines is by means of per
capita payment by each person.
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Tab 1 The revenue and expenditure of 3 basic medical in-
surance funds and drug expense during 2009 — 2012 (one
hundred million yuan)

_ LELON I BT Al kg
BIER BRER #k4 WIER BRER skt BH W1 W

2009 3420 252 944 27917 167 923 3887.7 172171

2010 3955 35 1308 32716 267 1188 47206 216413

2011 4945 54 2048 40183 413 1710 61413 272994

2012 6062 877 2483 4868 675 2408 79510 345471  673.67

TE Bl T [ A Gt AR e

note: Date from China health statistics yearbook
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SEAE NIRRT A 2 ) 254K 673,67 14TT.
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Tab 2 Cash surplus of 3 basic medical insurance funds in

2012 (one hundred million yuan)

NTER 1194 19.7 4187 69.07
JRIRER 201 23.03 760 86.66
WA 75 301 855 344
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Tab 3 Upper limit of essential medicines financing by 3 ba-

sic medical insurance funds (one hundred million yuan)
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Tab 4 Drug expenses of primary medical institutions from
2007 to 2011 (yuan)
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Fig 1 Scatter diagram of relationship between fiscal reve-
nue and GDP from 1978 to 2012
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