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Empirical Study on the Behavior of Physicians Prescribing Essential Medicine Based on the Theory of
Planned Behavior

ZHU Xuan', CHEN Gao-jie*, CHU Shu-zhen'(1.Center for Pharmaceutical Industry Development Reaserch, Chi-
na Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 211198, China; 2.East China Pharmaceutical Group Co., Ltd., Hang-
zhou 310000, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To analyze main influential factors of physician prescribing essential medicine, and to further pro-
mote the accessibility of essential medicines in China. METHODS: The theory of planned behavior was adopted to analyze the deci-
sion-making approach of physician prescribing essential medicine, and construct structural equation model of physician prescribing
essential medicine so as to explore influential factors from behavioral attitude, subjective norms and perceived behavioral control.
RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: Behavioral attitude influences physician’s intention to prescribing essential medicines significantly
but not intensively while subjective norms and perceived behavioral control also influence the prescribing behavior positively. Be-
sides, behavioral intention influences physician’s behavior to prescribe essential medicines directly, but perceived behavioral con-
trol does not.

KEYWORDS Physician prescription; Essential medicines; Theory of planned behavior; Structural equation model
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Tab 1 Indicators of fitted model for physician’s prescrib-

ing essential medicine
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Tab 2 Path coefficients of physician’s prescribing essen-

tial medicine
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